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of 21 years. When the Government is con-
sidering the matter, let it put that provision
into force. Let the police be instructed to
enforce it. Fifty special constables are be
ing sought—I do not know where the Gov.
ernment will get them—but let instructions
be given to the police to take these matters
in hand—sly-grog selling, supplying liquor
to inebriated persons or to persons under the
age of 21 years.

I feel sure the House will agree to the
motion. If so, I hope the Government will
accept it. If the Government is afraid of
accepting responsibility for action in pur-
suzance of the motion, then it can simply say,
“This is a resolution of Parliament; we are
carrying ont Parliament’s direction, and
Parliament must accept the responsibility.”
T am sure that Parliament is quite agreeable
to aceepting such responsibility, because we
all know that much good will be done if the
motion is agreed to.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 3.17 p.m.

Neqislative Hasembly.
Wednesday, 22nd April, 1942,
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The Speaker took the Chair at 11 a.m.
and read prayers.

QUESTION-—-WATER SUFPLIES.
Katanning Scheme.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Works: What was the total cost of the
recently completed work on the Xatanning
water seheme?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The final cost of the bituminous surfacing
of the eatehment area is not yet available.
Expenditure brought to account to date
totals £23,482.
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QUESTION—BETTING.
As to Co-ordination in Punishment.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON agked the Minis-
ter for Justice: 1, As he has informed the
House that neither the Government nor Par-
liament can influence or direet the Police
Court bench except by legislative action, is
he aware—(a) that Resident Magistrate
Craig of the Fremantle Court, when gentene-
ing illegal starting-price betting offenders,
declared from the Bench that he intended to
commit habitual offenders to prison? (b) that
after this declaration the Bench was strength-
ened by the presence of two Justices of
the Peace who influenced a decision by
weight of numbers? (e¢) that these Justices
diszgreed with an imprisonment penalty be-
ing introduced and continued the practice
of regularly fining offenders? (d} thai the
fines imposed were much below the wusual
penalties imposed in similar cases in other
metropolitan ecourts? 2, Will the Govern-
ment take action to reduce the powers of
Messrs. Farrell and Griffiths, Js.P., as exer-
cised in the Fremantle Police Court, regu-
larly nullifying the Resident Magistrate’s
conception of the correct punishment for this
form of offence? 3, If not, i3 it appreciated
that these two Justices are exercising auth-
ority that is at present denied to Govern-
ment and Parliament? 4, Will the Govern-
ment consider the immediate introduction of
a roster under which every Fremantle Jus-
tice of the Pence will in turn be called upon
to adjudicate on illegal starting-price bet-
ting offences? 5, If not, does the Govern-
ment appreciate that it is allowing two Jus-
tiees of the Peace to earry all the responsi-
bility in adjudieating on this type of law-
breaking ¢

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:

1, (a) I believe the Resident Magis-
trate did pass some eomment 1o this
effect. (h) No. (e} I am aware that

imprisonment has not been imposed by the
Fremantle Court for offences of the nature
referred to. (d) Yes. 2, This cannot be done
without amending the Justices Aet. 3, It is
not within the provinee of the Government
to direet Justices regarding the measure of
punishment to be imposed as Parliament has
given them diseretionary powers. 4, No.
The Justices Act stipulates that Justices of
the Peace shall have and may exercise within
their district the powers conferred upon
them by any Act of Parliament and the
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Government cannot instruct the Court re-
garding the constitution of the Bench in so
far as honorary Justices are concerned. B,
See reply to No. 4.

QUESTIONS (2)—PRISONS.
Food at Pardelup.

Mr. CROSS asked the Minister for Jus-
tice: 1, Has he received any complaints re-
lative to the conditions under which food is
supplied to prisoners at Pardelup Prison
Farm? 2, If not, will he asecer-
tain whether it is true that prisoners
have been prevented from eommuni-
cating with him regarding their com-
plaint? 3, Will he inquire into the con-
ditions under which food is prepared and de-
livered to the prisoners at the Pardelup
Prison Farm in regard to—(a) cut meat is
placed on a considerable number of plates
hefore the appointed meal hour, in u place
exposed to the ravages of flies; (b) that
several times in recent months, as a result
of this procedure, fly-blown meat has been
given to prisoners; (c) that resentment of
this practice has eaunsed prisoners to escape?
4, If so unsatisfactory conditions exist, will
he take prompt steps to ensure that all food
at Pardelup Prison Farm is protected by
fly-proof wire?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, No. 2, On the contrary, comments have
been invited. Bee No. 3. 3, Subsequent to
recent escapes the responsible Minister (the
Chief Secretary) accompanied hy the
DNepuaty Comptroller General and the Super-
intendent, Fremantle Prison, paid a visit of
inspection to the Pardelup Prison Farm and
found the conditions of food preparation ex-
cellent. Tnmates were mustered and com-
plained only of meat being served at three
meals per day instend of two as formmerly.
The threc meat meal system had been intro-
dueed at the request of the men’s own com-
mittee, Inquiry failed to suggest that con-
dilions at Pardelup had anything to do with
maotives for escape, 4, Unsatisfactory condi-
tions do not exist.

Facilities at Barton’s Mill.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister repre-
senting the Chief Secretary: 1, Are the
Pacilities available at Barton's Mill suitable
ns a permanent prison? 2, If so, docs he
realise that the inefficieney of the fences
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i5, in view of the recent escape of 13

prisoners, eausing much unrest in the minds
of residents of the distriet? 3, Are arrange-
ments in hand to improve the holding capa-
city of the new gaol, and, if so, when is it
expected that the construction will he so
dependable as to prove satisfactory for the
holding of prisoners?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST veplied: 1, The natural facilities are
there, but progressive structural additions
will be requirved if cirenmstances demand a
degree of permanency at this location. 2, The
degree of insccurity of the present compound
is recognised, but the presence of an adequate
Military guard should allay any anxiety in
the minds of residents of the district. 3,
Yes. Adequate steps are in progress to im-
prove the holding capacity of the new gaol.

These should be completed within three
wecks.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAIL BANK.
Merredin Branch Mortgages.

Mr. BOYLE asked the Minister for Lands:
Of the 607 settlers whose blocks are adminis-
tered from the Merredin hranch of the
Agricultural Bank what numbers are—(a)
Under sole mortgage to the Agricultnral
Bank? (b) Under sccond mortgage to the
Associated Banks?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
I eannot answer this question at short notice.
Each title in respeet to the 607 securities
will require to be searched.  Difficulties
cansed by depletion of staff prevent ns from
earrying out this search,

QUESTION—TRANSPORT.
Bus and Parlour Coach Schedules.

Me. RODOREDA asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is it a fact that bus and parlour
conch schedules have not been altered sinee
the black-out has been imposed? 2, If so
how can drivers maintain these schedules
without exceeding the black-out specd limit?
3, I answer to No. 1 is “yes,” will he see
that the Transport Board takes immediate
action to remedy the position?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, The Transport Board has discussed and
in some instances approved of the inaugura-
tion of new schedules and these will be pub-
lished and brought into operation in the near
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future. 2, Instructions were issued by the
Metropolitan Omnibus Co., Ltd., and Beam
Transport, Ltd., to their drivers during
March, 1942, as tollows:—Notice to Drivers
—Speeding at Nights; Drivers are hereby
advised that under the National Security
Regulations they are not permitted to travel
at more than 25 miles per hour under black-
out conditions. If the driver is running be-
hind schedule, he must remain late, and on
no account exeeed 25 miles per hour to make
up time. In the event of beavy rain, drivers
must use their own discretion. If, in their
opinion, it is dongerous to proeced, the
vehicle must be parked in a safe and shel-
tered place until driving conditions are more
favourable. Duy Shift Drivers: Drivers on
day shift must test lights and windsereen
wipers before their lunch break and report
defective lights and sereen wipers, together
with any other mechanical defeet, during
their lunch hreak. 3, Answered by 1 and 2.

QUESTION—VEGETABLE GROWING.
As to Seed Supplies.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agricultnre: In view of the shortage of
vegetable seeds, will he take up with the
Tederal Department of lnport Procurement
the need of scemring the following varieties
of seeds from the U.S.A., Canada, or other
country capable of supplying; quantity of
cach for Western Australia to be as shown :—
1 ton beet {red), } ton beet (silver), 4 ewt.
cabbage, 1 ton swede turnips (rutabaga),
1 ewt. spinach (prickly)? And at a later
stage snitable for spring planting:—2 ewt,
cucumber, 2 ewt, canteloupes?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: The shortage of vegetable seeds is
not confined to Australia but is world-wide
in extent. The Commonwealth anthority set
up to promote Australian production of
vegetable seeds and to arrange for requisite
and essential imports is meeting with the
¢lose collahoration of the Western Australian
Department of Agriculture.

QUESTION—NEON SIGNS.
Reduction of Rent,

Mr. RAPHAEL (without notice) asked
the Minister for Industrial Development: Ts
it the intention of the Government to take
any action in regard to the rent paid by
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the lessees of Neon sign contracts as the
ecompany is only agreeable to a 33 per cent.
reduetion, and no Neon signs are allowed to
he shown under the brown-out conditions.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT replied: This matter will
he given consideration, and I will be glad if
the member for Vietoria Park would sapply
me with as much information as he has in
his possession.

BILL—INTEREST REGULATION.
Leave to Inlroduce.
MR. WATTS

move—

That leave be given to introduce a Bill for
an Act relating to Interest Regulation,

(Katanning} [11.7]: X

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [11.8): I am concerned as to
whether this Parliament, and particularly
the Government, is fully aware of the rea-
sons for Parliament heing called together,
and whether it has faithfully interpreted and
followed those reasons. Parlinment was con-
vened for a definite and specifie purpose.
It was definitely outlined in the statement
and, in order that there should he no mis-
understanding, the Premier moved that the
statement for which Parliament had been
called together be printed. There can be
no doubt about that. Immediately that was
done, Parliament had of necessity to con-
centrate its attention on the printing of the
statement which, of conise, gave scope for
diseussion. To carry out ordinary Parlia-
mentary practice, the Premier had moved
eertnin motions, and he moved one regard-
ing private members’ husiness on the Wed-
nesday sitting.  When he did so, he made
it very clear in several places—I have read
his statement—that members would have
secope to raise matters relevant to the sub-
ject matter for which Parlianient had been
summoned. The Premier was haited by pri-
vate members—they were entitled to do so;
they had to protect their rights—hut, al-
though he was baited, he nainfained con-
sistently throughout his speech that mem-
hers would be given sunch scope. In one
place he might have snid a word that went
a Tittle further than his general statement,
hut he did eonvey that the secope would he
relevant to the subject matter for which Par-
liament had been ealled together.
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I am concerned about Parliament. I am
not concerned with the discussion on the
motion for printing the statement, but ¢his
is a personal matter. I want te maintain
the prestige of Parliament. I do not want
the people to get an idea that we are a
rabble, that we have no sense of proportion,
and that the Government, although it has a
majority—albeit a thin one—cannot ensure
that the undertaking given by the Premier
is strictly observed. I am sorry I was not
here yesterday because I would rather have
taken this stand yesterday than today. I
would have rather donc it yesterday because
the point was then raised for the first time.

Mr. Thorn: You have received your in-
structions.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: I have received
no instructions at all

Mr. Thorn: We know what you have been
up to.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: This is not a
matter upon which anyone ¢an instruet me.
Members know me well, and they know it is
very difficult to instruet me when they have
the right to instruet. They have no hore in
life of instrueting me on matters upen
which my pledged word has not been given.
In this matter I am like the hon. member
who has given notice of a motion; I am a
free lance. That motion demonstirates that
the free lances are trying to use this spe-
cial occasion for the general discussion of
matters irrelevant—this is the point—to the
subject matter for which Parliament was
summoned.

Mr. Doney: What do you know of the
contents of the Bill the member for Katan-
ning is seeking leave to introducef

Mr. J. H. Smith: What about your ques-
tion? Has that anything to do with the
Premier’s remarks?

Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: I am glad the
member for Nelson has raised that point.

Mr, Raphael: He is always ready to help.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Two things
have been emphasised during this debating
society diseussion, and raised not only by
Ministers but also by other members. One
was the alunite deposit, which was relevant
to the subjeet matter of the debate. The
other motion of which I have given notice
is actually the very essemce of the
reason why Pavliament was called together.
There was a certain amount of public
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opinion behind the contention that the State
Parliament should meet and, if members
analysed the reamson, they would know it
was due fo questions of civil defence and
war precautions; nothing else. The public
mind was disorgamnised; members of the pub-
liec were fearful; and there was a feeling
that we were going just too far regarding
the powers given to the Government under
the ecivil defence legislation. That feeling
gathered momentum as the black-out or
brown-out was extended and bhecame more
pronounced.

Mr. Raphael: The wash-ount!

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: Members of ihe
public were asking, “What is Parliament
doing? Are we to be subject to this kind
of thing without having a voice?” For that
reasoil Parlisment was called together. My
motion is an endeavour to clinch that——

Mr. Patrick: Are you going on with it?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: —and I have
taken that step because I do not want this
Parliament to appear ridiculous. If we go
away without declaring something along
those lines, we shall be acting like a lot of
schoot kids and will deserve all we get from
the people. I appeal to the member for
Katamming to realise that he is just trying
to take the control of the government of
the country out of the hands of the respon-
sible Ministers.

Mr. J, H. Smith: Nonsense!

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: It is probably
nonsense to the hon, member, but he is irre-
sponsihle in all things.

Mr. J. H. Smith: At least T am more
consistent.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Under respon-
sible Government we must have regard for
the party in power with a majority. The
Government’s policy was veflected by the
Lender of the House, who made it distinet
{hat the session was to he of three days’
duration—that was his expression—and right
through he told ws that Ministers would
speak and econvey information that the
House and the eountry ought to know.

Mr. Thorn: Are vou getting in with your
speech beforehand?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon, W, D, JOHNSON: T am getting in
my speech on this matter because [ have
some regard for the reputation of this Par-
lisment. T do not want Pariiament to de-
monstrate to the public by its actions that
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we have become a rabble. I want the Gov-
ernment to govern. If we do not get govern-
ment by the (iovernment, the position, of
course, will be hopeless. The Government
does many things that I do not like, but I
have always howed to majority rule and
control. Above all, we must have Govern-
ment control. I submit to the Deputy Pre-
mier that he is not faithfully observing
what the Premier undertook. Members ean
read the statements for themselves. The
Premier made it quite clear that the subject
matter of this meeting of Parliament was the
war effort. His statement was to be printed
so that the discussion would be confined to
that matter, and he gave an undertaking
that relevant matters might also be dis-
cussed. Again I appeal to members to
realise how unfair it will be to other mem-
bers individnally if this sort of thing is to
continue, The more irresponsible—and God
knows I am irresponsible enough——

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: will take
every opportunity that presents itself to
diseuss this, that and the other thing, hut
we ought in our sane and calm moments to
realise that it would be a sorry country if
wo controlled it by these free-lance methods.
Therefore, if we are going to allow one or
two members to get away from the Minis-
terial statement, then this sitting will ex.
tend indefinitely. There is no doubht what-
ever as to what Parliament was called to-
gether for. I would not be so concerned
about the matter—and in saying this I make
no reflection upon the Deputy Premier—if
the Premier were present. I appeal {o the
fairmindedness of my friends on the other
side of the House to appreciate that the Pre-
mier will be a snd man indeed if Parliament
authorises the introduetion of legislation,
and thus extends this speeinl session which
he called for a specific purpose. I am aware
that T have notices of motion on the notice
paper, but I submit that these are relevant.
If we eannot keep to relevant matters we
should elose down altogether.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You are the onlv one
not out of step.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Possibly that
is s0. It is not a weak thing to be ont of
step. The hon. member tries to keep in
step too rigidly, and consequently he has
no reputation for convietions or aovthing
else. A member of Parliament must have
convietions and the hon, member must not
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blame me because I have rigid convietions.
I stick to my opinions and express them
when I consider the opportunity is reason-
able. I submit the House should defeat
this motion as evidence that the Premier
did not give an undertaking that we shounld
allow Parliament to get out of hand. We
did allow it to get out of hand yesterday,
when a certain resolution was carried. We
do not want to aggravate the position, how-
ever, and thus make ourselves appear ridi-
culous in the eyes of the people of this
State.

HON. 0. & LATHAM (York) [11.22]: I
was much surprised to hear from a member
of such long standing in this House the
statement which he has just made. He is
anxious that Demoeracy should maintain
the form of government we have; and he
satd that he did not wish members to be-
come a rabble. But it is Parliament that is
gll powerful, not the Ministers.

Hon. W. D. Jobnson: The control of
Parliament is with the Government.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The control of
Parlinment is in the hands of Ministers as
long as Parliament permits them to have
it. In my opinion, the hon. member had
no right whatever to tell members on this
or the other side of the House that they
should have taken from them an inherent
right which they have enjoyed ever since
Parliament was established.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: That is irrespon-
sibility on your side,

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: ZEvery private
member of Parliament has the privilege of
introducing legislation at any time should
he consider it desirable. You, Mr. Speaker,
with your Parliamentary knowledge, will
not be able to turn to one instance of pui-
vate members being deprived of that right.
Tt 15 of no use to declare that the majority
always rules and that the minority has no
say; under our demoeratic form of govern-
ment the majority is always tolerant enough
to listen to the minority, especially when
the House is so evenly divided as it is now.
T might have views different from those
of the membher introduecing this legis-
lation, but I would not on that ae-
count oppose its introdnetion, as it
is the right of every private member
io introduce legislation. It seems extra-
ordinary to me that it should be Jeft to a
member who does not attend the House very
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often to object. He is taking the oppor-
tunity to make n speech, so that the public
will know he has been attending Parlia-
ment.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is not a fact.

Hon, C. G, LATHAM: It is,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It is not.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The hon. mem-
ber himgelf has two notices of motion on
the notice paper, yet he is objecting to the
member for Katanning (Mr. Watts) intro-
ducing this Bill.  Does the member for
Guildford-Midland {Hon. W. D. Johnson}
contend that members on his side of the
House have a prior claim? T heard what
the Premier said.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Did he say “legis-
lation” ¥

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No. After all, the
Premier is subject to the will of the House;
we must pot lose sight of that feet. What
usually happens is that an understanding
18 arrived at between the parties. I admit
that the Premier told me what he proposed
to do and that I passed the information
on to members on this side of the House,
who will admit {hat fact.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
legislation?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No. It is not for
the Premier to determine whether or not
legislation shall be introduced. A majority
of the House can decide that point. Therc
has always heen a sense of decency in that
respect, and consequently I hope the mem-
ber for Katanning will be given the oppor.
tonity to explain his Bill.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I want Parliament
to he decent.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: This sitting of
Parliament is no different from any other
sitting.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are irrespon-
sible again.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If 1 were to fol-
low the lead of the hon. member, then I
should say that this sitting has probably
been a nuisance, beeause there has been so
much talk,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is what Par-
liament is called together for.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Baut this is a
time for action rather than a time for mak-
ing speeches. I admit the Government has
heen henefited by the expression of views
of members, and I contend that is the rea-
son why the Government ealled Parlinment

Did it include
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together. 1 readily concede that we have
heard some extremely interesting statements
by Ministers, and that the public also have
had the benefit of those utterances,

Hon, W. D. Johnson: The Leader of the
Opposition does not appear to understand
what we are here for.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: That may be so.
The hon. member mentioned that he was con-
cerned about the reputation of the Govern-
ment.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: The reputation of
Parliament.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: So am I! It is
for that reason I have risen to speak. It is
my wish to maintain the rights of private
members, Those individual rights are much
more important than are the collective rights
of a Government or of an Opposition. The
member for Guil¢ford-Midland himself will
appreciate that point. 1 feel sure he appre-
ciated it when he gave notice of the two
motions standing in his namc on the notice
paper. T am aware (hat the time of Minis-
ters is all-important. They have much work
to do. Today we have some Federal Minis-
ters visiting this State on important missions
and they must want to collaborate with our
Ministers, ircespective of their polities. I
therefore regret that the present sitting has
extended as long as it has; but it is entirely
in the hands of Parlinment itself to say yes
or no to the introduetion of a Bill.  The
time may come when the hon.” member him-
self may bave some important legislation to
introduee; that actually appears to be the
ease, judging from the questions he has asked
during this sitting of Parlinment. I sug-
gest that that might even eome about.

Hon, W, D. Johnson: But this is a speeial
ReRSION.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is not. It is a
prolongation of the session held last year.
The rights of private members must he main-
tained. If leave is refused to introduee the
proposed Bill, it would not he the first fime
that there was such a refusal, However, let
us denl with the point logienlly. Let us say
that this is not a suitable time for the hon,
member to introduce the Bill: but it ill-hefita
the member for Guildford-Midland to try to
influence members in this matter. He may
vet regret the statoment that he made this
morning. There is one thing we must pre-
serve and that is the vight of individual mem-
hers, no matter on which side of the House
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they are sitting, and I have never voted to
refuse permission to a member to introduce
a Bill

Mr. Marshall: [ heard you move the gag
one morning,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is tofally
different, That did net deprive a member
of the right to teil the Honse what he pro-
posed to do hy legislation, I have applied
the gug on one oceasion and I bave had it
applied to me on more than one occasion.

Mr. Marshall: No, vou have not!
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, I have!

Mr. Marshall: You ave the only one that
ever did it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I think we ate
getting away from the subjeet.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am surprised at
the member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall)
making an intevjection of that sort heeause,
having a good memory, he knows what has
happened in this House. I hope that on this
occasion the House will not allow one in-
dividual member to take away from the whole
of the members of this House the inherent
richt handed down =sinece we have had
responsible government.

THE DEPUTY PREMIER (Hon. H. Mil-
lington—Mt. Wawthorn) [11.31]: T did not
appose a similar motion yesterday and I
cannot vote agminst this one, hut I think
it was understood quite definitely that this
was not to be a legislative session. When a
diseussion took place on the question of
taking away the right of private members
to discuss their busivess on Wednesdays,
theve was no suggestion  that  legislation
would he introduced, but only that mem-
hers should bhe given an opportunity to dis-
euss matters of importanee. The majority
of members here did not desive that this
shonld be a legislative =ession. 1 take the
view that this is a sensihle House and that
members will give a sensible deeision when
these questions come up for consideration.
There is always some temerity in opposing
a molion for leave to introduee a Bill bui,
when the concideration of the Bill beeomes
an order of the day, it is then the property
of the House and that is the time for the
ITouse to decide whaf shall become of it.
We are not ignoring the House. The Gov-
cernment has sometimes, even with a very
slender majority, vetoed things. It is only
# question of one vote in this House. When
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the time comes {o deal with these matters
on their merits the 1lonse will decide what
shonld be done. This Parliament was sum-
moned by muatual consent hut there was
never any suggestion that this was to be a
legislative session. [ think that understand-
ing will be honoured by the House.. In
noimal cireumstances—I am not sure of the
date—the life of 1his Parlinment would have
expired.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The 31st Jannavy.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: Yes. All be-
ing well—we eannot prowise too much—the
ardinary legislative session will be held in
the nsunl way, and then everybody will start
off from a fair mark. The Government will
have an opportunity to introduce its legis-
lation, and the parties on the other side of
the Hounse and individual members will have
a similar opportunity. The Government
has refrained from introducing legislation—
as a matter of fact therc is no great ont-
side demand for legislaition to he introduced
—and for the Government which is mainly
responsible for legislation to take that at-
litude and at the same time for other mem-
hers to introduce legislation, is apt to pub
things out of joint. If legislation is con-
=idered this Parliament will pot have ear-
ried out the husiness for which it was called
logether, the iden having heen to discuss
matters very definitely associated with the
State’s administration of war matters. A
very comprehensive statement was issued by
the Premicr and that has since bheen dis-
cussed by various members. Full oppor-
tunity was given to disenss praectically any-
thing. Even the matters contained in these
notices of motion to introduee legislation
conld have been dealt with. The Premier's
statement gave ample opportunity for a full
diseussion and also for the House, if it so
desired, to direct the Government or advise
it or aequaint it with the views of members.
Since a similar motion fo this was car-
ried yesterday I shall nol oppose this one.

MR. WATTS (Kntanning—in reply)
[11.36]: My friend from Guildford-Mid-
land {Hon. W. D. John=on) has completely
overstepped the mark, in my opinion, in
ohjecting to leave heing granted to intro-
duee this Bill. During the time I have heen
in the House, if there has béen one member
who has wasted the time of the House on
matters that are jrrelevant, it is the hon.
membor.
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Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not reflect on another member.

Mr. WATTS: I was referred to as being
amongst the irresponsibles, and I think that
is as great & refleetion on me as is the one I
made on the hon. member.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: On a point of order,
Mr. Speaker! I want the statement that I
waste the time of the House withdrawn.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
withdraw,

Mr, WATTS: T withdraw, but there has
been enough time expended this morning on
the discussion of this matter to have allowed
the second reading of the Bill to be moved.
However, I will not dwell on that. I will
simply say that T am not going to diselose
to the House what the contents of the Bill
are, but I will assure the Deputy Premier—
for whose remarks I have the greatest appre-
ciation—that the Bill definitely refers to a
matter arising out of the war and is of
vital interest to a large section of the com-
munity in this State. It is closely related
to certain national security regulations as
they affect a section of the people of West-
ern Australia, and is therefore a matter that
is of as preat importance to the districts
represented by the majority of members on
this side of the ITouse as civil defence is to
the metropolitan area and other areas.

It is extraordinary fo me that the member
for Guildford-Midland should come here
and suggest that this House, of all the mat-
ters that may arise out of the war, should
diseuss only civil defence which he knows is
particularly applicable, and of particular
importance to those areas adjacent to the
eoast, including the electorate he represents;
and suggest at the same time that I should
come here and be refused the right to have
a discnssion on a subjeet, with some hope
of result, that affects, as I have said, a great
many people of the country districts and in
regard to which the aim of the Bill is to
rectify, if possible, for the duration of the
war, something which has avisen out of the
war. Had there been no war, there would
have been no neeessity for introdueing such
A measure.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: It should not have
been introduced at this speeial session.

Mr. WATTS: This is not a special session,
During the diseussion on the mation for
Government business to have precedence the
member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall} said
he was sure the Premier would give every
opportunity for a discussion on wmatters of
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vital importanee and the Premier’s reply
was, *“ 1 am sure he will.”’ In consequence
of that it is well known that I and other
members on this side of the House ceased
opposition to the proposal that there should
be in effecl no private members’ business.
So far as I was concerned there would have
heen no suggestion of this measuare heing in-
troduced were it not divectly velevan
and of direct interest to the persons in the
country who are affected by the war at the
present time. T hope the House will at least
give leave to members to hear what the con-
tents of the Bill are at the sccond reading.

Question put and passed.

Leave given.

First Reading.

Bill introduced and, on motion by Mr.
Watts, read a first time.

MOTION—PRINTING MINISTERIAL
STATEMENT,

As to State’s War Effort.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by the Premier:—
That the Ministerial Statement he printed.

MR. McLARTY (Murrav-Wellington)
[11.40]: The only desire [ have is to assist
the Government in these times. I realise
that the Government has two daties to per-
form; one on the legislative side and the
other on the administrative side. Both are
very important, While it is necessary that
we should meet in this Chamber at intervals
to deal with legislation, I realise the neces-
sity of allowing Ministers to get on with
the administrative work which is most im-
portant, particularly now. But the times
through which we are passing seem to pro-
duce no end of rogulations which, if they
are allowed to go throngh, just as a matter
of form, become legislation. Some are very
important. I fear, thercfore, it is necessary
that this Chamber shonld from time to time
have an opportunity of seeing these regula-
tions, diseussing them, and if neecessarv dis-
allowing some of them. I am of the opinion
that some certainly should be disallowed. I
feel that one way in which we could help
the Government and the country would he
by altering our standing orders and bring-
ing ahout a limjtation of speeches.
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Mr, Berry: A limitation of time, you
mean,

Mr. McLARTY: Yes. I thank the hon.
member, If & member speaks for 40 minutes
he has had ample time to say all he wants
to say. I believe that if members read some
of the longer speeches made in this House
they would find that all that was said eounld
have been condensed and the speech re-
stricted to 40 minutes. The member deliver-
ing the speech would henefit because when
a member continues to speak bour after hour
he loses the attention of the House. He cer-
tainly does not get what he says into the
Press and I do not think there is one person
in a thousand who reads in “Hausard” what
he said. Generally speaking I feel quite cer-
tain that & limitation of the time of specches
is desirable and in the near future, if some
other memher does not see At to move 2
niotion along those lines, I shall take the
opportunity to do so. When I say that 40
minutes is sufficient for a private member,
I would be prepared to allow an cxtension
of time to Ministers. Another faet is that
there is a shortage of printing staff. On
Tuesday you, Mr. Speaker, explained to the
Honse that “Hansard” could not be printed
in foll because of a shovtage of lahour in
the printing industry owing to the eall-up for
military serviee. That is another reason why
speeches in this Chamber should he limited
as to time,

Some members have agitated for a sceret
session and there is some justification for
that. T have heard the argnment raised that
a sesgion at which 80 members were present
wonld not be a seeret session. However, the
Federal Parlinment holds seeret sessions and
the Hounse of Commons does likewise. Some
indisercet things have been said in. regard
te the war coffort in this State and, as
pointed out by the memher for South
Fremantle {(Mr. TFox). printed. Most
members are diffident about saving what
thev  veally think in vemard to short-
eominer in eraneetion with the war effort,

Tf a secret session wevre held I believe
zood would result, heeause members would
he able to express themselves freely and
perhans make helpful suggestions. At pre-
sent four Federal Ministers are visiting the
State and such a session would afford a
favourable opportunity for them te mect
members of the State Parliament and eonvev
to them all the information possible an suh-
jects of interest. Tt may be said that the
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Federal Ministers ave hore for a brief period
only und that they may not have time to moeet
State members. Those Ministers are able
to meet outside bodies and surely, il time
ean he found for that purpose, time alse
should be found for members of the State
Pavliatment to henr from those Ministers.
If it cannot be arranged for the Ministers
lo meet State memhers in this Chamber then
we could perhaps meet i the dining room
Jor informal addeesses,

Many references have been made fo the
problems associated with evacuation. [ cor-
dially support the remarks of the Minister
for Mines who is tu charge of civil defence
matters, particularly when he advised the
community some (ime ago to stay put. A
small seetion of the community has been
somewhat hystevieal and has been uwrging
people fo get out of the city.

Mr. Thorn: Arve you talking about the
Civil Defence Council?

Mr. McLARTY: I believe people would
be well advised it they stayed put. To
rush te comntry distriets would not help in
the present crisis but wounld lead to dis-
ovganization. Some ¢ity prople appear to
think it is easy Tor them to go to the coun-
tey wheve they think there are ample supplies
of food, firewnod and all other vequirements.
I ean assure the House that that is not so.
Aceomnodation is very hard to obtain, and
living  in the country avens is just as ex.
1 en-ive as it is in the metvopolitan avea.

Mr. Manu: Tt is more expensive in the
rural arvens.

Mre, McLARTY : Some members may =ay
tleat it should not he so, but the fact ve-
mains that living is just as expensive in the
eountry distriets. Meat is quite as dear there
s in the eity, and that applies to vegetable
as well.  Furthermore, in many  country
towns the problem of seenving firewood is
bard of solution. Cenerally speaking, living
conditions in the eountry arve as diflicelt as
they ave in the eity, Tf there should be
a exodus, particalarly if it weve unor-
ganiged, the effeet wounld be dotrimental 1o
the national eoffort, Another mafter o
which T desive to refer conesrns the driv-
ing of motor ears in eountry aveas. The re-
striction on lhe lighting of motor ears in
those parts is extrenely absurd.

Members: Flear, hear!

Mr. McLARTY : It can only lead to acci-
dents. There have heen a number already
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and some have proved fatal. Country night
driving is exceedingly diffienlt and that will
be aceentnafed with the approach of win-
ter. When it is raining a ear cannot he
driven with safety at a speed exceeding 10
miles or so an hour. Always there is the
danger from shaying stock.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Why do not you keep
vour fences in repair?

"Mr. McLARTY: The Leader of the Op-
position knows that there are some types
of stoek that no fence will ever keep in
cheek.  In these days it is more than ever
difficult to keep fences in repair in view of
military operations that are carried out in
country districts. Soldiers driving Bren-
gun carries and other vohicles go  through
fences when necessary and do not pay much
attention to repairs.

The Minister for Lands: Has anyone
ever explained to you the necessity for sueh
action in the eountry distriets?

Mr. McLLARTY: 1 have heard many ex-
planations.

The Minister for Lands: Have you ve-
epived one that you regarded as adequate?

Mr, McLARTY: No, but I have heard
much criticism. I was particularly inter-
ested in the speech delivered by the mem-
her for Brown Hill-Ivanhee (Mr. F. C. L,
Smith) who commented on the headlight re-
strickions which had bheen applied through-
out the goldficlds and the back country
areas, hundreds of miles away from the
coast. Surely it is vidieulous to apply those
restrictions outback.

Mr. Doney: Quite a number of fatalities
have oeenrred.

Mr. MeLARTY: And aceidents are
hound to result under exisiing conditions.
Extreme dissatis€action exists in the country
disiricts regarding those restrietions, and I
ghall be disappointed if before this short
session terminates Parlinment does not deal
with the matter.

Mr. Berry: The regulations are the result
of a policy of panie.

Mr. MeLARTY : I have not heard anyone
say ono word in defenee of them.  There
may he good rensons for these restrictions
in eoastal areas hut they should not be made
to apply in the onter parts. I trust that the
regulation regarding the vestrietion of motor
car lighting will be modified at an early date.
T #am convinced that we shall have many more
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fatal accidents as a result of the present
vestrietions than we will ever expericnce
from enemy hombs.

I dircet the attention of the Minister for
Industrial Development to the position of
vountry garages. The Minister and his de-
parimental officers have been endeavouring
to do something to alleviate the situation but
at present there is no supply of acetylene
eas for country parages, which prevents oxy-
welding from being undertaken. What sup-
plies are procurable must be used only in
vonnection with defence work,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Unfortunately sup-
plies of gas are not available,

Mr. McLARTY: I believe that is so, but
should any supplies be procurable I think
some should be provided for use in connee-
fion with the repairing of agrieultural im-
plements.  In consequence of hundreds of
motor vehicles bhaving been taken off the
roads, country garage keepers have little to
do at this juncture. Recently I intgrviewed
the officials of the Munitions Department and
requested that an inspection of the garages
in my electorate should be made. An officer
was given the task and I accompanied him
on his tour of inspection. I trust that, as
a rosult, those garage keepers who possess
suitnble applianees will be provided with
some war work to enable them to earry on.
T hope it will not he necessary for the
egarages to be closed.

An agitation is apparent to influenee the
Government to permit places of amusement
to he opened on Sunday. It is suggested
that dance halls should be allowed to open
and that charges should he levied. I hope
the Government will not agree to the request.

Mr. Cross: Charges are levied now on
Sundays.

Mr, McLARTY : Yes, at picture shows but
T do not favour that course. I am of opinion
that if the Government were to agree to
places of amusement being open on Sundays
the practice would not be confined to the war
period but would econtinue for all time.
Many things were done during the course of
the lnst war, and they have continued ever
ginee, Once wo commercialise Sundays we
will find that it will not be done only for
the duration of the war but for all time. I
do not see any necessity for it. Every fuci-
lity shonld be afforded the troops, hoth
Empire and Allied, to oecupy their time and
to maintain their interest. We have reading
rooms, huffets and so on, in addition to



3156

which entertainment is provided in private
homes. In the circumstances I see no neces-
sity at all for commercialising our Sundays.

I make no apology for again mentioning
a topie that T have disenssed on many pre-
vious occasions, | refer to railway fires in
country districts.  Hecently I introduced &
depatation, fully representative of all dis-
tricts from Perth to Bunbury, to the Minis-
ter for Railways to deal with this problem.
Subsequently I received from the Minister a
veply in which he stated that the Govern-
ment could not aceept any responsibility for
damage causcd by fires set alight by sparks
from railway engines.  Therefore farmers
whose properties adjoin railway lines have
to make up their minds that no matter what
their losses may be, or how hard they have
tried to prevent destruction from such a
source, they will receive no eompensation
whatever should their crops be burnt out.
The deputation asked the Minister to ploce
their requests hefore Cubinet, and that was
done, so this was a Cabinet decision. I
hope Cabinet will reeonsider the position.
A further deputation was suggested to the
Minister for Lands, but T pointed out that
the matter was not within his provinee, and
he would only say that it was one for the
Minister for Railways to deal with. Surely
it is unjust that engines belonging to a public
atility esan cause a man’s property to be
burnt out, and no provision be made so that
compensation shall be payable.

Mr. Doney: I do not think the intention
of Parliament when it passed that legisla-
tion was that the Government should be nhle
to shelter behind its provisions.

Mr. SPEAKER : Nor do I think it is now
intended that we shall diseuss such matters
at this stage.

Mr. McLARTY ; I have referred to it be-
cause I think it has a decided relationship to
our war effort. Tt certainly affects produe-
tion and at such a time as the present, when
we are anxious to increase our butter pro-
duction and to augment our output of farm
products, it is important that these should
not be curtailed. I will not pursue the mat-
ter further at present, but T deem it so im-
portant that at a later time I shall, when the
opportunity offers, ask the House to carry
a motion that Cabinet should reconsider the
question.

As regards uniform taxation, or handing
over taxation enfirely to the Federal Gov-
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ernment, I hope nothing of the kind will
be done; although from what appears in
this morring’s paper it seems that even if
the Premiers are agreed in  opposing the
suggestion, the Federal authorities will
nevertheless enforee uniform taxation. I
have not any doubt whatever that uniform
taxation would be the forerunner of uni-
fieation, and that unification would quickly
follow upon uniform taxation, which I know
will prove highly detrimental to Western
Australin. Again T urge that we in this
State should show that we are most defi-
nitely opposed to it.

With respect to pricefixing, I hope the
Minister for Agrienlture will closely watch
the position as to fixing of prices for pri-
mary products. Costs are increasing against
the farmer all the time; morcovey, price fix-
ation of primary produets is difficult. Un-
less the farmer makes his complaint against
the proposal, he will bave to earry the baby.
T admit price fixation to be necessary; but in
enforcing it regard should be had to justice.

The Minister for Lands: You do not agree
that it should be done on the Eastern States
basis, do you?

Mr. McLARTY: Certainly not. In con-
elusion I wish to express my admiration of
the goed work that this State's workers are
doing towards the war effort. We seem to
be free from strikes, and a feeling of satis-
faetion appears to exist. I do not koow
why Western Aunstralia shonld he so free
from strikes and why industrial matters
should be going so smoothly here, whilst
there is dissatisfaciion in other parts of the
Commonwealth. I remember that when the
Curtin Governmeni came into power Mr.
Ward, the Federal Minister for Labour, in
one of his earliest specches, pointed out that
there was not a single strike in Australia.
This, he said, was due to there being a Lab-
our Government. Well, there have been a
wood many strikes since Labour eame into
power in the Federal arenya, and strikes ave
still eontinuing, Why they should continue
is hard to understand. T do feel that party
politics should be drepped at this time and
that we should bhe all out to assist the vari-
ous (Governments, But the Federal Minister
for Labour does not seem 2ble to forget
party politics, My helief is that until there
is a new Minister for Labour in the Fede-
ral sphere, we shall not have smooth work-
ing of industrial activities,
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MR. THORN (Toodyay) [12.5]: I feel
that the results of these sittings will prove
highly beneficial to the compmnity. Tt was
the people’s desire that Parliament should
be called together, and I hold it to he gur
definite duty to respect public opinion. The
people, in expressing the desire that arha-
ment should meet, prove to this Parliament
that it possesses the confidence of the com-
munity. At times we have te listen to eriti-
cism of our State Parliament, through the
Press: but T often think that the few letters
eriticising this Parlinment and advoeating
its aholition might ecasily, at a time like
the present, be the work of Fifth Columnists,
whese poliey s to disrupt all organised
hodies.

Mr. North: The
peculiar signatures.

Mr. THORXN: Yes. One recent writer was
able to inform the public of the cost of Par-
tiament. The figure he gave, whether correet
or not, was a very low figure indeed. TIf
he would go into the cost of government
and of publie services, he would avrive at a
mueh higher figare, Often 1 think that
cost represents a top-heavy service, though
not at the present time, beecause its numbers
have heen depleted; but under ovdinary
peace conditions, in my opinion, we have a
very top-heavy serviee indeed in proportion
to the State’s population. If there is to he
any saving of expenditure, the soving should
he made in that direction instead of aholish-
ing Parliament. T feel that the desive ex-
prressed by the public, that Parliament should
meet, now springs from the troublous period
we are passing through and the eoneern
citizens feel regarding the preparations made
for future safety.

Hon, W, D. Johnson: The meeting of
Tarliament would alleviate all that.

Mr. THORN: These sittings will afford
some eonsolation to the people, because all
mewnbers who have spoken here, including
Ministers of the Crown, have voiced a desire
and a determination to make full prepara-
tions for the defence of Western Australia.
We have & perfeet right to discuss these ques-
tions. Certainly matters of defence are not
a monopoly of the Commonwealth Goverp.
ment. We are just as much eoncerned for
the defener of our State as ave the Common-
wralth anthorities,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We have the power
of the man in the strect. no more and no
loss.

letters appear over
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Myr. THORN : In point of taet, there Lave
heen great activities in this State on the part
of private  members and  Ministers  to
ensure that proper provision is made for
defence, Much eredit is due to various pri-
vate members and Ministers who took up
the question of the defence of Western Aus-
tralia. They have awakened our friends in
the East to the need for defending this Staie.
Therefore 1 say that we should fight to the
very last for the maintenance of the Western
Australian Parlinment. Some people would
eonstrue that utterance as evideneing a sel-
fish attitude. They wounld know the differ-
ence if the suggested change eame ahour.
To many members of this Chamber it matter-
not whether we are heve tomorrow orv the
next day, but it is definitely essential thet
this Parliament should be retained.

Getting back now to the evitics, | believe
mysolf to he one of those who have made 2
pretéy elose study of them. We have had
men eollected under the name of Communists.
They are not Communists at all.  They are
anti-British, and have only one desire—in
hving ahout the downfall of the British ¥m-
pire. Their recent netivities ropresent merely
a start.

Member:
ism !

Mr. THORN: Undoubtedly!  Onee they
have got rid of the State Parliament their
next objeetive will be the Commpnwealth
Legislature, their ultimate objeetive heing
to set up a dietatorship of their own making.
Never mind about the few individuals who
eriticise ns! We have a dnoty to the people
who placed us here, and T hope we shall
never forget that duty. On the ather hand,
it we do not fall in with the wishes of the
Western Australinn people, an entively dif-
ferent, position arises. T assert definitely
that this Government took the vight step in
calling Parlinment together, so as fo enable
this diseussion to he held. Although Min-
tsters mayv feel a trifle embarrassed at the
business mounting up on the natiee paper,
[ ean assure them that none of it is placed
there with any intention of hampering them.
The notice T have given has only one ohject
—to bring ahout a diseussion coneerning
what T deem a highly important question.

Hon. W, T). Johnson: Tt is heing diseussed
in Melhourne.

Mr. THORN : T know that: bat alrendy the
hon. member has made n speech here in the
form of questions on the notice paper.

TUnder the eloak of Commun-
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Hon. W. D. Johnson: A concentrated

speech.

Mr. THORN: Yes, and I approve of the
motion of which the hon. member has given
notice. I have no fault to find with it. How-
ever, the hon. member is making quite a good
speech by way of interjections. I listened
with great interest, like other members, to
the statements of the various Ministers who
have addressed the House, Their speeches
were highly informative, and I am able to
congratulate them on their taeties. Through
the faet of those speeches having heen made
here Ministers have invalidated quite a lot
of criticism that was impending.  Indeed,
they have stolen the thunder of many mem-
hers on this side of the Honse, and given us
a fecling of satisfaction.

My, Cross: And now vou have every con-
fidence in them,

My, THORN: 1 have a great deal of con-
fidence in them—more than I have in the
hon. member interjecting.  Yesterday I
noticed that the hon. member was very busy,
dodging about, and I gained the impression
that he wanted to apply the gag yesterday
but could net get away with it, When I see
the hon. member hopping around, it does not
take me long to awake to what he is up to.
Arising from statements made by the Min-
ister for Agrienltuve as to fixation of prices,
T say that the Federal proposals in that
ronnection onght again to be a lesson to
this State as regards doing away with this
Parliament. Tf that is the sort of treatment
we are to receive from the Commonwealth
Parliament, there is nof mnch hope for us
in the future should the State Legislature
be abolished.

Why should the priee of pork here he fixed
at 2d. a pound less than it is in the other
States? Is that fair Why should a con-
ferenee be held to deal with uniform taxa-
tion? We know that is merely n step to-
wards nnification. There are other instances
of the extent to which this State is suffering
through the fixation of priees. Take the
position of our fruitzrowers, for instance!
T attended a conference in Melbourne at the
end of last November, and put up a ease to
those in authority regarding the greatly in-
ereased cost of production. T think T made
out o ease for an inerease in the price of
dried fruits, T pointed out that an inerease
in the price of meat had heen granted, and
inereases in eonnection with other commodi-
ties had alse heen agrend to hy the Depart-
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ment of Health and Food in the Old
Country. I considered we had a good case,
without cxploiting our friends oversen, for
an increase in the priee of fruit. That view
was assented to, Then a flat rate for the
whele of Australia was fixed of £28 per ton
for currants. The cffect of that was fo in-
crease the priee by £5 a ton to growers in
the Eastern States, and leave growers in this
State £1 worse off than they are at present.

The Minister for Lands: We are stili
going to get the benefit of better quality.

My, THORN: I want to bring that out.
We are ftold that we shall bhe paid on the
grades,

The Minister for Lands: I think those are
£3, £3 and £1.

Ay, THORX: That will be the only result
of the Western Australian pool.

The Minister for Lands: It is the result
of Western Australia’s hetter quality.

Hon. W. I). Johnson: That should be over
the £28,

The Minister for Lands: It is.

My. THORN : That shonld have been stated
definitely. I am not foolish enough to he-
lieve that one body of growers in one State
will make a saerifiee to honus a body of
growers in another State. A definite state-
ment should be made on the subject. The
average price of currants in the Eastern
States over the last four vears, 1937 to 1940
inelusive, was £22 15s. por ton, That was
paid by the pool.

Mr. Cross: And what would be the price
retail?

Mr. THORN: We must not he led astray
on that point. We have an Australian price
and an export priee. Members work ant
their contentions on the Australian price.
e export 80 per cent. of our fruit at
world’s pavity.

My, Cross: Not at present.

Mr. THORN: No. The average price for
the vears I have mentioned has in Western
Australia heen £29 per ton to the growers,
ex the pool. T hope that will he adjusteil:
if not, there will he a lot of heartburnings
in this State, We have had an average price
of £29 per ton for the last four vears, and
now a flat rate of £28 lhias heen fixed.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: Our price should
he £7 ptus the £€28.

Mr. THORXN: T am puzzled as to the leaat
aspect, on aceount of the promises that have
heen made. The Government has agreed to
pay £28 per ton, and a man with the lowest
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arade of fruit can thepetore claim £28 per
ton. I am rather worried about the mat-
ter.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: 1 think that is
right, too.

Me. THORN: With reference to vege-
table growing, I would point out that therc
has been a wonderful response to the call
that has been made upon our producers amil
others. Those in authority say that every-
thing will be all right, that we can handle
and consume all the vegetables that are pro-
duced. My view is that we shall definitely
reach 2 glut peviod; it cannot be avoided.
What is exercising my mind is, what pro-
vision has been made to handle the glut.
Such provision will be very necessary. We
want to know whether vegetables are going
to he put into cans or subjected to dehydrva-
tion. We must see that we lose none of the
production, because that will be a great help
in the future If we do not make provision
for the exeess production, we shall he lack-
ing in our duty to the State. At the Green-.
mounf packing shed, one young man is
dealing with that very question and is mak-
ing a good job of it. He 15 handling from
25 to 27 tons a day. At present he is deal-
ing with apples, but Jater on will handle
potatoes. ‘That, however, will not help the
requivements of (he State when we reach the
glut period. Another yuestion that has heen
dealt with is the dispersal of foodstuffs in
country districts. There should be a full
dispersal of foodstuffs there, particularly in
the ease of flour. [ am concerned when [
hear that some millers have 200 or 300 tons
ol flour in stoek at present.

The Minister for Lands:
quality.

Mr. THORN: For security reasons that
llour should be dispersed. I am net an ex-
pert, but I think flour will keep hetter than
will wheat.

The Minister for Lands: The flour com-
prising millers’ stocks is not of the baking
quality requisite for this State.

Mr. THORX: I hope thai suitable flour
will be dispersed into our country distriets.
I wag very interested in the informative and
capable speech delivered by the member for
Brown Hill-Ivanhoe (Mr. ¥, C. L. Smith).
It was very much to the point, particularly
when he dealt with the black-out regula-
tions. I am afraid many people have le-
come panicky. The authorities are over-
doing things in this matter.

Of export
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Mr. Cross: It is a ease of war hysteria.

Mr. J. Hegney: The military authorities
are deing it.

Myr. THORN: I think the Civil Defence
Couneil has been doing it. Many of the
officers eoncerned have not had the requisite
experience to enable them to frame such re-
gulations. They ave most irvitating. Let
me refer to the recent casualties on the road,
Most of the people injured have been run
down by motor vehicles. That sort of thing
must happen under present conditions. Any
sensible man will admit that under present
black-out conditions and with the ovesent
wmotor headlights it is impossible to drvive a
ear elficiently.

The Mimister for Labour: The hit-and-run
motorists ave being encouraged.

Mr. THORN: They are certainly being
encouraged to run. The Ilouse would be
well advised to deal with the question, I
know the military authorilies are having tre-
mendons trowble because the evesight of
their drivers is hbeing affected. The strain
on the eyes is tremendous. They are being
seriously worried at the moment, Many
drivers of military vehicles are flonting the
regulations, and are taking off the black-out
tnasks from their headlights. They run on
one hright light and have the other shaded.
T do not sce that we can prosecute civilians
under these regulations unless we are pre-
pared tc have uniformity, and insist upen
securing it.

Alr. Cross: We should insist on regsula-
tions being framed in 2 commaonsense way.

Mpe. THORN: The Minister for Jines
said that our American {riends are not
playing the game in this divection. Tf that

i s0, T do not see how we can proseeute
the ordinary civilian. What is sance for the
goose should be sauce for the gander. TUn-
less we ean seeure uniformity, T advise those
in authority net to enforce the law agninst
nnvone. When I was coming to Perth this
morning, I saw a Beam bus on its side on
the Quildford-road mounted on top of the
radiator of a motor car. The accident oe-
curred last night and was ecaused through
the black-out.

Mr. Cross: The Beam buses travel
fast.

Mr. THORN: Some of the black-out is
a wash-out. The whole thing requires seri-
ons consideraiion. T am in favour of some
control that will force the whole country to
hlack-ont should an alert be sounded be-

very
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cause of an impending air raid.  This sit-
ting of Parhiament should prove well worth
while. T feel more contented myself now
that I have heard the views of various din-
isters and those of private members, It is
right that Pavliament should have heen
¢alled together, and 1 very much appreciate
that being done.

MR. TONKIN (North-East Fremantle)
{12.28): The opinion is generally held that
in these days of stress most matters con-
cerning the war should bhe left to the con-
sideration of experts.

Mr, Cross : Experts have made a mess
of it up to date.

Mr. TONKIN: The view is held that
members of Parlioment, not being experts,
should not he permitted to interfere or
intervene in certain matters, Some fifty
years ago a certain doctor declared to the
world that he had discovered the existence
of a new corpuscle in the blood. He read
papera before scientific societies, and dis-
played photographs taken through the
microscope to prove the existence of this
additional corpuscle. One evening, at a
gathering of people convened by the doctor,
a elergyman by the name of St. Clair—he
was not a specialist in anything but religion
—had the temerity to point out what he
deemed to be an error in the experiment.
A number of leading doctors who were
present, including the distinguished surgeon,
Lawson "Tate, pooh-poohed the idea that a
mere clergyman could be right and the
specialist wrong. The fact remains that
nothing has since been heard of that cor-
puscle, There is an instance where the
specialists were wrong, and an outsider
or a mere theorist happened to be right.

Occasionally outsiders and theorists can
put forward opinions worthy of consideration
by cxperts, who themselves are by no means
infallible. 1 would not regard all those
in high places in the Army, Navy, and Air
Yorre as cxperts.  Many of them are capable
men, of course, and highly skilled at the
work they have taken up. But 1 submit
that their experience, in & number of cases,
has been very circumscribed. After all,
we derive our opinions from two sources.
We rely upon our personal experience, or we
nccept the opinions of recognised authoritics.
Some of ws rely on different authorities, and
thercfore we have differences of opinion.
Most of us have different experiences, and
again we have different opinions. Then,
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of course, some of us will arvive st a different
conclusion after having had the same ex-
perience and consulted the same authority.
The explanation of that is that our process
of reasoning is different. So we can expect
to get a wide diversity of opinion in the
carrying out of the war effort. Even though
one might not be in the Navy, Air Forre,
or Army, it is possible for him to make
suggestions, well worthy of consideration,
to these arms of the Forces,

The system of govermment upon which
we rely in this country, and which we are
fighting hard to retain, i3 one under which
the people appoint representatives to ex-
press their point of view, and in some cases
to do their thinking for them. Unless we
have the opportunity to do that, there is a
negation of the very idea of democratic gov-
ernment. So I come to the advisability,
or otherwise, of having had this pitting of
Parliament. Tt was called for a special
reason, even though it might not be a special
session. I regard it as an extraordinary
sitting, and one which would not have taken
place had the circumstances been different
from what they are. There was a general
desire on the part of the members of all
parties, and on the part of the general public,
to see Parliament sitting in order that atten-
tion could be given to the serious asituation
confronting the nation. Tt was in response
to that desire that this sitting of Parliament
was called.

No one would endeavour to establish
that it 18 an ordinary legislative session
when our energy and time should be die-
sipated in » consideration of & number of
nubjects which could well be deferred until
some other time. The most important
matter for us to deal with at the present
juneture is the suceessful waging of the war
and a successful defence of this State in
particular. These matters are so pressing
a8 to absorb the whole of our time for the
present. If this Parlinment feecls that there
are a number of pressing matters not
directly related to the war, which need urgent
consideration, then it is well within our
province to make a decision which will mean
the calling together of Pnrliament agoin at
another date for that purpose.

There is no doubt that this sitting has been
hrought about for cne purpose only, and
that is to enable members to suggest ideas
to Ministers, to obtain information from
them, and to level criticism against them
with the end in view of making the security
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of this State greater, and of further assist.
ing the nation in earrying out the war cifort.
Some people wilt under eriticism; others
are spurred to greater effort. The criticism,
in this Parlimment, of existing Ministers and
the Government, will result in some greater
effort as it does in all walks in life. If one
is permitted o carry out his work withont
supervision and inspection, however diligent
he might feel, a tendeney for slackness oe-
eurs as time passes. Hf one is aware thot his
work will be subject to inspeetion and eriti-
cism, then there is less likelihood of any
slarkuess ov inertia.

The mere faet that Parliament has to
meet to give members an opportunity of
eriticising what has heen done will, of itself,
mean greater cffort on the part of those
responsible for executive action. I do not
suggest that the eriticisin should be mere
earping critivism. We have an obligation to
endenvour to eriticise in a way that will ho
ol assistance to those responsible for doing
ecrtain things on our behalf. I propoese to
suggesl, three or four ways in which it s
possible to bring shout greater improvement.
The Prime Minister, on the 17th February
last, daring the eonr=e of a specch in Syd.
ney, made this statement, *Go forth to the
workshop and the factory and work there
s0 long as you can possibly stand up.”

What dees that mean? 1t applies Lo every-
body, but a good many people are paying
no heed to it.  That stalement did not only
refer to Lhe working men at their lathes;
it also referved 1o the varions men in the
serviees whieh had some responsibility for
putting these lathes into operation.

livery person in the community has not
sufficient initiative to put himself to work
at the most profitable task, however willing
he might be to do su. But there are some
persons with safficient organising ability to
colleet the latent powers which are about
amd put them inte operaiion. T have, how-
ever, seen very little evidence of any de-
finite scheme to do that so far as production
is voneerned.  We have tov many idle lathes
in this country today. Tn Fremantle alone
there are some dozens. The owners refoer
to themselves as the unemployed, They
have made conecrted attempts over a period
of move than 12 months to obtain work
from the Army, Navy, and the Air Foree,
but absolutely without suceess. There 1s
something wrong when that position ob-
tains.
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My, Berry: Fhat applies  all the
State!

My, TONKIN: OFf course it does! li
surely should not be beyond us, as a
people, to fnd some remedy for that state
of affairs, becaure it cannot be defended. It
ean be explained, bat not defended. When
onc endeavours to peint out to highly placed
oflicers in the vurious scrvices methods by
which this idle machinery could be put to
work, one is looked upon as an interfering
busybody because he bappens to be a mem-
ber of Parliament. If the people in these
high places have not sufficient initiative to
put this idle machinery to work, they shoull

over

be made te listen to members of Parlia-
ment who  suggest  practical means by

which these things could he done. I could
give the House much detail about the num-
her of these workshops in Fremanule. 1
could give an inventory of the euipment of
various shops and explain the cirenmstances
attendant upon their continued idleness,
T do not propose fo do so as this juneture,
hut dvaw altention to the faet that that
idle machinery is there, and that we are
as short as we can possibly he of equipr-
ment. At times we have had aeroplanes
grounded here beeause of lack of eertain
spare parts, and every oic of the places in
Fremantle to which o have referred could
have made those spare parts had they heen
asked to do so. Surely we ave not going to
tolerate such & set of ¢ircumstances when
we arve endeavouring to wage a struggle
whieh is proving a handful for us,

We speak of a maximum effort! The
word ‘‘maximum” has apparently a new
meaning. I always understood it to mean
the utmost of whieh any person was cap-
able. This ecountry eannut talk ahout a
maximim effort whilst it has dozens of idle
engineering shops and idle (itters and turn-
ers, and that is the postion today. It is
mare o question of organisation than money.
I have notieed this wnforlunate oceenrrence
about our praduction, that some depurt-
ment of the Forvees veymires eertain artieles.
Tt invites tenders ar prices for them, and a
mannfacturer who proposes to suhmit a
| vice makes inguiries fo ascertain if ecrtain
material 1o do the job is available. Upon
heing assurad that it s available he submits
a price, DAL tukes the pérsens in anlhority
s lonz to make up their minds to have the
work done that when they do eventually
let o contract the material is no longer
available.  That means further delay; a
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further submission of prices and a further
consideration of them.

This State is in an absolutely unfair
position compared with the other States.
Most of our material—such stuff as phosphaor-
bronze, for example—comes to us from the
East, and is therefore more costly here than
in the Eastern Statcs. So it is to be ex-
pected that when our people submit a price
it will be somewhat higher than one aub-
mitted by firms in the East, and, as & result,
we lose contracts. The KEastern States
firms, under these circumstances, take
contracts larger than they can handle—the
result is that they hold up production.
They take many months longer to do a job
than they contracted for. What does the
difference of a few pounds in the price
matter ?

Mr, Patrick : The articles might have to
be railed to this State in the finish in any
case.

Mre. TONKIN: The question is one of
getting the work done. There should he
adequate safeguards to see that no ex-
orbitant prices are charged for work per-
formed in this State, AN that should be
required is & guarantee of good workman-
ship and o reasonable price for tho article.
The department requiring the manufacture
of that article could then issue contracts for
the guantity wanted. Instead of doing
that we pet no cnd of delays. I will quote
one instance, although I could give dozens.
The question of making some winches
cropped up, and the State Implement Works
at Rocky Bay got the contract. Tho drop-
forgings had to come from Queensland,
although we had drop hammers idle in the
works here. The State Implement Works
carried out their part of the job and then
waited for the arrival of the drop-forgings
for some wecks, and were oventually told
it was impossible to sond them from Queens-
land, and they would have to make them
thomseives. They were thus called wpon
to do work which they should have been
asked to do in tho initial steges. There is
far too much of that sort of thing.

At & time when we do not know which
way to turn for space on railways and ships,
we find stuff travelling backwards and
forwards for various operations, sometimes
two or three times, though the whole opera-
tion could be performed in one place. Why
do we cart material from the Eastern
States to Western Australia, do portion of
the work, and send it back for a further
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portion to be done in the East, only to be
brought back again for use here ¥ There is
something radically wrong if we cannot
improve upon that system. The same
sort of thing is occurring with regard to
foodstuffs on ships. We send certain food-
stuffs to the Eastern States, and practically
at the same time similar foodstuffs are
brought here fromn the Eastern States.

The Minister for Lands : The nature of
some of the cargoes from the Old Country,
too, is interesting.

Mr. TONKIN: Ro we utilise valuable
space unnecessarily, We can save space
both ways if we use our own article and
allow the Eastern States to use theirs. Is
it not somebody's job to give attention to
this matter ? It would be all very well if
we had ample space and ample railway
trucks, and so on.

The Minister for Lands : And ample time
in which to win the war.

Mr, TONKIN: Yes; but we cannot
afford this waste now, and it is still happen-
ing, Something appears to be seriously
wrong with our railway system. It has
broken down under the strain to which it
has been subjected. T hope close attention
will be given to this aspect. Goods in
transit are being lost for long periods.
Men are being held up in their production
for want of matcrial and, when they finally
get into touch with the suppliers, they arce
told that it has been sent long ago. Then
it becomes a matter of hunting it up, and
eventually, after some weeks, it is found
in the goods yards.

Mr. Thorn : A lot of it is never found,

Mr. TONKIN : That is so. Sornc people
by chanee have stumbled across goods in
the goods yards and have informed the
persons waiting for them that they are
there. This happened with regard to u
certain article required by the Civil Defence
Council. It was urgently required and hact
been sent for, but nobody knew what had
happened to it, and some days later the
council was informed of its whereabouts by
an outsider who had accidentally stumbled
upon it.

Under wartime conditions, we must
expect the railway system of this State to
be operating under difficulties, but I hope
it will be possible to do something to im-
prove the position, because the present
state of affairs is too serious to be allowed
to continue. I was speaking to & Fremantle
manufacturer engaged in meking parts for
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acroplanes, a highly.skilled worker who
served his apprenticeship during the 1914~
18 war, and he told me he had been held up
for six months for certain material necessary
for & most urgent job. When eventually
he got into touch with the suppliers, they
informed him that it had heen sent several
weeks before and that it ought to have
reached him. Where it was, nobody seems
to have known; it was lost in transit.
There is & job for somebody to keep track
of these goods, especially those required
for urgent jobs, and to ensure that they
reach their destination,

" Then there is the question of the supply
of material generally. It seems to be
nobody’s job to decide the order of priority
for the supplying of matertal. I suppose
we can class most of the jobs as urgent and
necessary, and some of them in need of
material to he more wgent than others.
Yot we find that material required for the
most urgent jobs is used for jobs less urgent,
and the most wrgent jobs are held up while
the less nrgent ones are completed. That is
doing things the wrong way about, I
admit that the position is difficult and
that we require the services of a man who
knows what he is doing, but I do not believe
that the difficulty is insupcrable. There
should be some method of co-ordination
under which the most urgent works would
receive priority, and under which it would
be possible to work out requirements and
ascertain just what material was available
for the satisfaction of those requirements.

Members had an opportunity last week to
inspect & number of workshops. Included
in the number was the annexe to the Mid-
land Junction Workshops. In course of
conversation, I ascertained that on a
number of occasions the annexe was short
of material for most urgent work, though
it was known that the very material re-
quired had been supplied to places engaged
on work of & much less urgent nature.
There i3 room for co-ordination in this
direction, despite the experts who are
supposed to be available to do the job.

On a previous occasion when we were
discussing a Bill to authorise the Govern-
ment to spend certain moneys on civil
defence, I stated as my opinion that this
was & Federal matter—just as much a
Federal matter as the payment of the
members of the Army, Navy, and Air
Force. T said the Federal Government
should assume the responsibility of creating
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the organisation and paying for it. I see
no reason to alter my opinion. It is im-

posgible to have an efficient A.R.P. organisa-
tion under existing conditions. Wardens,
in many instances, are no sooner frained
than they are calledd up by the military
authorities and their places are left vacant.
Men in key positions, such as ambulance
drivers, who have undergone a courge of
training and attended night after night to
make themselves efficient, have heen called
up, and away they go.

Mr. North : An absolute waste of effort !

Mr, TONKIN : As the hon. member says,
it is an absolute waste of effort. That is
not the worst feature. The warden re-
sponsible for the training of those men is
left with & skeleton organisation that could
not possibly function properly. It is diffi-
cult to find substitutes for many of the
men called up. Motor drivers capable of
acting in an emergency such as is con-
templated are not to be picked up at cvery
streat corner, and when the warden has
hunted for & suiteble man and trained him,
it iz exasperating to find him snatched away
and put into eamp. And, 1 ask, to do
what ? Not more than the part he had
undertaken to play in the defence of the
country ! If AR.P. work is not necessary,
why waste time messing around with it ?
If it is of value, surely it warrants thorough
organisation ! The aim should be to make
the A.R.P. organisation as efficient and
reliable as are the members of the fighting
forces.

We cannot play around with this work.
Either it is essentinl or it is not. If it is
esgential it should be done properly, and it
eannot be, and never will be, done properly
under existing arrangements. However dili-
gent the Minister in charge might be and
whatever amount of money might be spent,
while there is no power to maintsin in
existence the various groups of men and
women who have heen trained for the
work, we cannot have an efficient organisn-
tion. We do not know when a raid might
be made. It might oceur on the very day
when the organisation has heen broken up
because of a further eallup of men for
military service. The raid might take
place at the very time when the AR.P.
groups are dizorganised, and we cannot run
that risk if it is worth while having the
organisation.

The chiefs of the Army will call up the
men for service, but they are not worried
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about equipping A.R.P. workers. Con-
gequently we find that some of the equip-
ment required for A.R.P. work is not forth-
-coming. Steel helmets, stirrup pumps, and
respirators are articles used in the Army by
the Forces, and they are also required by
A.R.P. workers, but they are almost non-
existent in the civil defence organisation.
Odd members of the organisation have
reapirators ; a few have steel helmets, but
very few. We shall driit along week after
week and month after month because
nobody, except the wardens, seems to be
worrying much about the proper training
and equiprent of the organisation. Surely
we #hall not succeed in getting proper
equipment and organisation in this service
unless the Commonwealth CGovernment
assumes the responsibility for it, and keeps
the people in key positions to maintain the
organisation so that it will function with
certainty when the time arrives!

People who have given their time and
energy to training for this service are to be
commended, and it is evidence of remarkable
persistence on the part of the wardens that,
<espite the setbacks to which they have to
submit, they continne to discharge their
duties and carry on the training. But
there must be a breaking point, and unless
they see some improvement, unless the
required equipment comes forward, and
unless greater consideration is shown for
the organisation, we will not have anything
worth talking about and, if the service is
put to the test, it will not function at all.
“Then the whole thing will have been proved
to be a waste of time, money, and offort.
I hope the Commonwealth will give con-
sideration to this aspect because I personally
regard it ns being just as important a
fanction as the equipment and training of
the Army service.

Nitting suspended from 1.0 to 215 pam.

MR. WILLMOTT (Sussex) [2.15]: I am
pleased that Parliament has becn called
together, because members have heen given
a great deal of information. T thought
I would have much to say on this occasion ;
but, having heard the Premier and his
Ministers, I find they have considerably
clenrett the air. T congratulate both the
Minister for Industrial Development and
the Minister for Lands upon their addresses,
which were e¢xceedingly informative.

Mr. Cross: Express every confidence in
them !
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Mr. WILLMOTT : Another reason why
T am pleased Parliament has been called
together is because a large section of the
public thinks that when the House in not
sitbting members are doing nothing. My
experience is quite the contrary. I find
that when I am in my ovwn electorate I have
far more work to do than when Parliament
is sitting. There is always some constituent
who wants information or assistance. It
i3 no use trying to make this explanation to
some people. When Puarliament is sitting.
overy member is doing his job. We try
to do that whether the House is sitting or
not. Personally, I am of opinion that had
the Premier called o secret session he might
have given us more information than he did.
I quite agree that all the Premier and bis
Ministers know cannot be broadcast ; but
surely members of Parliament can be trusted
to know exactly what is being done for the
defence of the State. We all know we
have a job to do, which is to win the war.

The enemy has been coming nearer and
nearer to our shores ; in fact, he has already
reached them in one or two places. How-
ever, I think it unlikely that he will reach
this part of the State or further south,
unless he can get nearer hases. That is why
I think the regulations with regard to
air raid precautions have been too drastic.
I fail to see the need for black-outs and the
masking of car headlights, because enemy
hases are not eclose enough for the carrying
out of night raids. An air raid from an
aircraft carrier would have to be earried out
in daylight, as planes cannot be taken on
aircraft veassels at night time. Therefore,
these black-outs are unnecessary. My clec-
torate is affected by the regulation presecrib.
ing the masking of motor headlights. Not-
withstanding that the greater part of my
electorate is situated on the coast, I find
that driving at night-time on the country
roads is almost impossible and certainly
e¢xceedingly dangerous, not only to the
driver but to the public. There sheuld be
some means of overcoming that difficulty.
The regulation might be so modified as
to provide for the dimming of lights when
the motor vchicle is near the coast or is in
a town, but we should be allowed to use
ordinary lights on the country roads.
Nesarly all my travelling is done at night-
time, as I have to attend meetings in
various parts of my clectorate. T find it
not merely inconvenient but also dangerous
to drive along country roads with dimmed
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headlights. Therefore, as I say, I hope
the regulations will be altered in such & way
as to modify the restrictions.

Tn his statement io the House, the Minis-
ter for Agricultwc pointed out that our
flax industry is growing and becomning an
established industry here. T was very
pleased to hear him say so, and T sincerely
trugt that we shall be able to continue
the industry after the war. The Minister
pointed out that the value of the straw
from the flax produced was ohout £90,000
and that it was obtained from 7,000 tons of
fax straw. The Minister alio mentioned
that our tobacco industry was holding its
own. 1 am pleased the Covernment has
assisted that industry to the extent to which
the Minister referred the other day. T
think he said the Government advanced
£15,000 to the growers to enable them to
carry out their planting and other nocessary
work oand tide them over until the crop had
been garnered. There is much suitable land
in my electorate for tobacco growing, ab
Karridale, Alexander Bridge, and the Nillup
area. I know that tobacco growing has
heen tried in those areas, with satisfactory
results. I trust the Government will give
the growers all the assistance it possibly
can in order to expand the industry, as T
feel sure it has come to stay in this State.
Tobacco is at present rationed, and the
more we grow the better it will be for the
smoker, the producer, and the State gener-
ally,

T desire also to touch upon the production
of potatoes. There is in my electorate a
large district which depends entirely upon
potata growing. The growers have ox-
pressed concern about the price fixed for
potatoes, The Minister for Agriculture
told us that the price in Sydney had been
fixed at £17 per ton, whereas in Western
Australia it was fixed at €11 or £11 10a.
per ton. Is it fair to fix that price for this
State, simply because we are an exporting
State ? I cannot for a moment consider
that & fair proposition for our growers,
as the disparity between the price in New
South Wales ancd this State is too great.

We cannot grow potatoes any cheaper
than they can be grown in the Eastern
States, 8o why should we be penalised to the
extent of £6 10s. per ton ? 1 am aware the
Minister has taken up this matter with the
Federal authorities, but he wants the sup-
port of every member of this House to help
him in the matter. The Commonwealth
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Government seems to he trying to do all
the harm it can to Western Australia, snd
we must therefore stand up frmly against
tho Commonwealth. The kame thing is
happening with regard to taxation. The
Federal Government is desirous of taking
over all taxation. We know that the
Premict has gone to the Eastern States
with full authority to try to prevent the
introduction of uniform taxation. Never-
theless, T read in this morning’s paper that,
even if all the Premiers are opposed to it,
the Federal Ciovernment intends to proceed
with its proposal. 1t seems to me that if the
Commonwealth does introduce uniform taxa-
tion, then it will be the thin end of the
wedge towards unification, and if unifica-
tion comes, God help Western Australia !

Mr, Doney : What is wrong with that ?
Me. WILLMOTY : What is right with it 1
Mr, SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. WTLLMOTT : It is the job of overy
member of this Parliament to do all he ean
to assist the Premier and his department to
overcome such difficulties. Another mat-
ter to which I wish to refer was mentioned
by the Minister for Agriculture. It is the
question of pig-raising. Again, the Com.
monwealth seems to think that Weatern Aus-
tralia should reduce the price of bacon here.
Therefore, the price of our bacon has been
reduced by 15 per cent. In my electorate
are a number of pig producers. 1 tried to
arrange for a reduction in the price of wheat
to enable our pig producers to obtain cheaper
feed for their stock. We know that the
Commonwealth (ijovernment has purchased
all the wheat in Australia, but why let it
go to waste ? Wheat affected by weevils
could be sold for feed for pigs and poultry.
That would be a profitable proposition.
I think the Minister mentioned that 2s. 6d.
per bushel would be a fair price to charge
pig producers mnd poultry-raisers for such
wheat. I went into the matter before the
15 per cent. reduction was imposed. T
discussed it with several of our pig producers,
and we came to the conclusion that if wheat
could be sold in our district at not more
than 3s. per bushel, it would be & payable
proposition to the pig producer. That
was when they were getting approximately
85s, for bacon, but at the last sale I at-
tended prime baconers were down to about
768, Lower grades of bacon were very
much cheaper, Weaners and slips were
practically unsaleable because people are
going out of pigs, as that is not now a
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payable proposition. I feel sure tho Minis-
ter for Agriculture is doing all he can to as-
sist the industry and keep it going. It is
up to us to give him all the heip we can to
that end.

T thank the Minister for Labour for the
invitation extended to members to inspect,
last Friday, different factories in the metro-
politan area. The visit was an eyeopener
to me, and I enjoycd the whole day very
much, [ was cnabled to see what was
heing done in the local war effort, I agree
with what the member for North-Eest
Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin) said, that Western
Australin iv not doing its utmost in the
war effort for the reason thet we cannot
get the requisite material. We have the
plant and the men but the material is not
sent to enoble us to perform a definite war
work beeause it is said to be needed for
other industries, although these are not
s0 essential. Tt would he a good idea if
Parliament were called together o little
more frequently than has been the case in
the past, although not for long perieds.
Members would benefit if Porlinment were
called together, say every three weeks, or
every month. That would enable the
Premicr and his Ministers to tell us what
defence work was being earried out. We
could then inform our electors that every-
thing was moving in the right direction.
Up till now we have not been able to do that.
I hope the Government will consider the sug-
gestion and see what can be done to carry it
out.

MR. HILL (Aibany) [2.33]: There are
memories in our lives wo can never forget.
One of these was the embarkation of the
first contingent of Western Ausiralian troops
for active service abroad. Everyone of them
was singing & song containing theso words—

They thought they caught us sleeping,

Thought us unprepared

Because we had our party wars,

But Englishmen unite

When there’s causc to fight

The battle for old England’s

cause,

We have to facoe facts today. One of the
outstanding facts is that we have been
caught asleep and unprepared, largely be-
cause of our party war. Even today in
Auatralia. there is not the unity one would
liko to see. In Western Australia I should
like to see 8 National Government, but the
responsibility of forming one rests with the
Covernment itself. Our duty is to assist

common
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the Government of the State and of the
Commonweslth to carry on the war. A
few weeks ago the Premier seit a letter to
members. Various activities werc suggested
by him, and he outlined the work which
individual members were expected to do.
In my own electorate I convened a meeting
of representatives of local governing bodies,
and we all decided to stand behind tte
Government, the departments and officials,
and do all we could,

It i3 something like 40 years ago since I
first took the ocath to become a member of
the Albany volunteer artillery. A few
years later I was known as the boy who
swallowed the book. I intended to make
the Royal Australian Artillery my carecr.
As we know, man proposes and woman
disposes. Somc 33 years ago today a
certain young lady and I went through a
religious ceremony. I then went on the
land instead of adopting a militery career.
My old love, the gun and coastal defence,
howevcer, still remains. I have more or less
made a close study of coastal defence
matters for 40 years, and I am convinced
we have to be guided by our Military,
Naval, and Air Force advisers. They
possess information that is denied to us,
and it is even denied to the member for
Canning (Mr. Cross). It is in that spirit 1
lock upon the Premier’s letter to us.

The first activity suggested by him is
connected with air-raid precautions. In
the old rule book it is stated that there arc
three classes of attack that we may have
to deal with, namely, invasion, desnltory
bombardrocents, and raids. The object of a
raid is to do as much damage as possible
and with a view to affecting morale. The
way to defcat the encmy in a raid is to make
complete preparations beforehand. Cencr-
ally speaking, I cndorse the preparations
which are being made by the Civil Defence
Council. The better we are preparcd for
a raid, tho lighter our losses are likely to
be, It is essential that we should make
fuil preparations for the protection of our
civilians so that casualties may be kept
down to a minimum. We should also
insist that the civilian population shows
the same kind of courage as we expect to be
shown by the fighting services.

Reference has been made to the black-out
regulations. In Albany, which is one of
the vital centres of the State, there are
meany anomalies. KEverything in the town
ig blacked out, but the flashes from Eclipse



(22 Aprip, 1942.]

Island are still eclearly visible. Under
favourable conditions I believe the flashes
can be picked up 90 miles out to sea. I do
not suggest that Eclipse Island be blacked
out, because it is a sighnl station. A black-
out, however, could be brought about in
the space of & couple of minutes. It is one
thing to black-out the lights on Eclipse
Island and another thing to black-out the
lights in several thousands of houses. The
rogulation might well be modified. The
railway station at Albany comes under the
regulation, A frain leaves 8t 7 p.m. and
another at 9 pm. Tt will be very incon-
venient to have the station blacked-out
when a train is leaving, That is unnecessary
because the same conditions apply there as
apply in the case of Eclipse Island. It is
only necessary to get a message from the
forts and a complete black-out can be
aeranged within a couple of minutes, I
suggest that members be given greater
power and authority. I believe the districts
are to be divided and that divisional wardens
will be appointed. My suggestion is that
members of Parliament be appointed di-
visional wardens in their own electorates,
g0 that they may co-ordinate civilian
activities, and act as liaison officers between
the local organisaticns and Perth.

Another matter referred to by the Premisr
relates to evoncuations. The Minister for
Mines dealt extensively with that question.
T agreec with General Blamey that we have
to be prepared for hit-and-run attacks, T
am surprised that some of our coastal
towns have not already experienced such
attacks. A cruiser could do a lot of damage
in a little time. No warning of such an
attack will be given., The first warning
will be the erash of shells,

Hon. W, D. Johnson:
the reconnaisiance planes ;
give a werning ?

Mr, HILL: They are all right under
certain conditions. I will relate a con.
versation I had a few years ago with Colonel
Meredith. As garrison artillerymen we were
discussing methods associated with constal
defence. Wae referred to aireraft and guns.
The Colonel said we required both, that
there were times when we would not think
it necessary to man the garrison artillery,
but there were other times when we would
have to sit by the guns day after day.
When the Minister for Works last visited
Albany, he went to the Nawval lookout
station. Under normel conditions the

What sbout
will they not
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vigibility from there would be nearly 40
miles, but on that particular day it did not
extend for more than 400 yards. Those are
the days when we have to look out for
hit-and-run attacks.

Hon. C. G. Latham : Thore ought to he
some control over the weather.

Mr. HILL : The Premicr also referred to
increased production. Thet in itself repre-
sents a big job, The Minister for Agri-
culture dealt with some of the issues that
have to be considered. I do not agree with
the member for Toodyay (Mr. Thorn) that
we are likely to have a glut. There might
be o glat in certain lincs but I am afraid
that, unless the matter is taken in hand
at once, there will be s considerable shortage
of foodstuffs. In Denwmark alone no less
than 184 farms are idle. We have to look
to professional growers for our market
produce if we are to kexp up the supply of
foodstuffs. I point out, however, that tho
manpower problem is one of tho governing
factors in that production, and an ox-
ceedingly difficnlt one. Men and women
will not produce foodstuffs for nothing.
The Minister has explained the rather
difficult position in connection with price-
fixing. It is all very well to fix the maxi-
mum price of commodities and thus protect
the consumer but, if & minimuwm price is not
also fixed, the growers will not produce,

Mr. Cross: There should be & maximum
price.
Mr. HILL : The Minister referred to the

rather peculiar position in which wa find
that prices are being fixed on Sydney parity.
Munitions are being made in Albany. The
Government does not say to those people,
* Whilst you are making such-and-such a
thing, we have to pay the railage from
Perth or Melbourne amnd have to cut the
price we pay you accordingly.” That,
however, is what is being done in the case of
potato growers. We suggest that the price
be fixed. In order to increase production
it is essential that the work of production he
made a payable one for those concerned.
Many people will not produce at all unless
they are guaranteed a minimum price,
Such & minimum should be provided over
a definite period of 16 months to cover the
cost of planting, storage, disposal, etc.
It is supgested that such a price be fixed
by & conference of representative producers,
officials of the Agriculturel Department,
and the Price-Fixing Commissioner. A sum
of £10 10s. f.o.r. at siding is submitted as a
price for potatoes. S
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It is essential that a scheme of finance for
fertiliser and ssed he arranged, such a
scheme to include a Government guarantee
to merchants in the event of loss by flood,
etec. Manpower is, of course, essential.
In connection with the Government guaran-
tee against loss by flood or other iactors
heyond the control of the producer, 1 think
that could easily be arranged by some sozt
of insurance scheme. The next matter
raised by the Premier has to do with the
storage of wheat, I am glad the Govern-
ment is at Just waking up to the fact that
many futile things are being done in con-
nection with the transport of our bulk wheat,
Wheat that has heen stored in the metropoli-
tan aren is, 1 think, fairly safe from enemy
activity. | could, however, take members
to a place where & tremendous quantity of
wheat has heen stored which could easily
be destroycd by & hit-andrun raider.
Not only that, but while we are fairly safe
from o frontal attack at Fremantle we must
remember that there is a rather vulnerable
hack door not far away where large stocks
of our wheat hiave already been established.
I suggest that we should have proper
facilities at the ports for handling wheat,
but the stornge of that commodity is ex-
pensive, and we should endeavour to cut
down costs in every direction, We require
a proper co-ordination of effort as between
the railways and shipping authorities to
reduce costs to an absolute minimum.

The next matter concerned the storage of
foodstufis, hut 1 think that is being well
handled by the department concerned.
Industrial development represents a very
important phose of our activities, and here
again [ think we should not shut our eyes
to our disadvantages. Personally, I would
not agree to the cstablishment of big muni-
tion works in Western Australia, As other
membetrs have already pointed out, there
aro many idle lathes here that could very
well be utilised. I was struck by the re-
marks of the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe
(Mr. I*. (. I.. Smith) who claimed that more
use could he made of machinery already
available. Closely associated with this prob-
lem is that of the provision of a dock in
Woestern Australia. In view of the Minis-
ter's reply to & question submitted by the
member for Claremont (Mr. North), I will
net say very much about that important
matter. [ merely point out that Sir Maurice
Fitzmaurice and Sir Leopold Saville both
condemned Fremnantle as a site for a dock.
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Members are quite aware that at ono time
an attempt was made to construct s dock
at that port, but the project had to be
abandoned after the expenditure of £250,000.
I had the pleasure recently of inspecting the
site for a dock at Sydney, which undertaking
involves a big reclamation scheme. There
is another similay reclamation scheme in
operation at Capetown, and I have photo-
graphs of the work, together with the plans.
I could indicate where a dock could be
constructed in Western Australia at & nomi.
nel cost, and I appeal atrongly to members
not to work for the provision of a dock at
Fremantle but ono for Weatern Australia.

Mr. Cross: Where would you suggest
the dock should be constructed ?

Mr. HILL: I am prepared to discuss
that matter with the hon. member pri-
vately. I suggest that if he had studied the
question clesely, as I have, he would not
indulge in inane interjections. The next
matter in the communication referred to
c¢harcoal. Here again it is & question of
manpower and price. [ am confident that
the hoard appointed to deal with this matter
is going ahead with the work, and I do not
think much difficulty will be experienced
in this respect. Turning now to the em-
ployment problem on the goldfields, I admit
this is no direct concern of mine and I can
leave that, as the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe traversed the ground wvery ably.

The ninth question related to congestion
ot the Fremantle Harbour. The Govern-
ment has heen concerned abeut this problem
for years past. When Mr. Bruce was
Prime Minister, he realised the nced for a
sound port policy throughout Australia.
The only report dealing with this matter
directly was received from 8ir George
Buchanan, who said—

Tt i3 freely admitted that n country which

devclops one port and one railway system
eannot cope with rapidly inereasing trade.

Mr. J. Hegney : We all subscribe to that.

Mr. HILL: Throughout Western Aus.
tralia we have no evidence of a sound policy,
but the tendency is to endeavour to make
modern shipping use obsolete ports.

Mr. Tonkin: You are not suggesting that
Fremantle is an obsclete port ?

Mr. HILL: No. Tt is one of .the most
efficient ports in Australia. It is & credit
to the State and to the Commonweslth,
but Fremantle serves only a small part
of Weatern Australia.

Mr. Fox: But a very important part.
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Mr. HILL: Yes, very important. You
will remember, Mr. Speaker, that a few
days ago I had the pleasure of introducing
to you a young American navel oflicer.
One of the first things he said to me was,
“Weo sailors cannot understand it at all.
At Albany you have a magnificent harbour,
but all your shipping is at Fremantle.”

Mr, Cross: I thought we would come to
that.

Mr. HILL : 1t is easy for the hon. member
to laugh. Here is another statement that
Sir Ceorge Buchanan embodied in his
report :—

Albany is one of the finest naturnl harbours
wm Australin, Its development is dependent
unly upon Goverument policy. Given encour-
agement and railway communication, it should
recover some of its former importance,
There is8 an expression of independent
opinion. 8ince the Collier Government
took office in 1924, no less then £3,500,000
has been spent on owr ports. Albany’s
share of that expenditure was £131.

Member : Altogether too much !

Mr. HILL : A few weeks ago an American
sailor went into Caris's shop to buy a ring,
for which he paid £145—just exactly £14
more than the total expenditure on Albany
harbour over a period of 18 years! The
Minister for Works has stated that only
one man has advocated expenditure on the
port of Albany. For 40 years the people
of the Great Southem have reslised that
Western Australia i3 too big to be served
by one port. They have continuously
advocated better administration and a
sound policy of harbour development.

Among others—I1 wonder if the Minister
for Works would call ithem fools—who
desired money spent at Albany was the
Hritish Admiralty. 1t may be interesting
to members to know that the Admiralty
wanted work done at Albany that would
have involved an expenditure of £3,000,000.
I do not know what work was actually
required, but T know what defence measures
were intended, and if they were in existence
today we would be in a very happy position.
A few weeks ago my young son met with
an aecident. I took him to the doctor
- -a stranger to me—who, after patching
him up and giving us a reassuring report
on his condition, turned to me and said,
* What is wrong with you politicians ?
You spent £1,000,000 on the Henderson
XNaval Base, and at Albany you have a naval
base already provided and one that could
be made impregnable.”
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Hon. P. Collier: What associntion has
that with your child’s illness ¥

Mr. HILL: I well remember when Sir
Reginald Henderson visited Fremantle in
1910. It is well known that naval officers
are not permitted to comment on matters
associated with the defence polioy, but no
regulations in the world will prevent officers
from talking among themselves. It is,
therefore, well known that when Sir Reginald
Henderson had inspected the harbour at
Albany, he sent a telogram through the
Albany post office advising that after
seeing Albany there was no need to inspect
the Cockburn Sound site. Today we are
paying for our negligence, and payment will
he made with the lives of our men. Min-
isters must shoulder their portion of the
blame for having neglected to develop the
port of Albany. T wish the Minister for
Works in particular could have seen what
we witnessed recently when it was proved
to us how essential is Albany in our scheme
of defence. The port there is an Fmpire
asset. and vet it has been neglected by
Covernment after Covernment. That is
a phase for which we shal! have to payv in
hlood.

The tenth matter referred to concerns
manpower and national service. At Albany
we consider that this problem has been
approached from the wrong angle. Tnstead
of men heing called up and then having to
npply for exemption, we believe that those
engaged in essential services should not be
called up at all, but should be compelled
to carry on with their normal work. During
the 1114-18 war, the manpower system was
not in operation. I was one of four young
men who worked together, but I am the
only one of the four not entitled to wear
the returned soldier’s badge. The others
joined the old 11th Battalion. In 1919 I
had the pleasure of welcoming in my home
Field Marshall Sir William Birdwood.
When I met him I gaid, “ I would like to
have been with you oversea,” He looked
round my property and said, “ No, your
place was here.” That is the position
today.

The place for many of our men now is
on the farms or in other essential services,
It would he no disgrace to them if they
were compelled to carry on with their normal
activities. On the other hand, young fellows
of courage and spirit, when called up, will
not apply for exemption. I am pleased to
say that that matter is being taken in hand,
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and we should impress upon all concerned
that we are engaged in a total war, in con-
sequence of which work behind the line is
just as cssential as is the presence of men
in the linc itself. We must keep on work-
ing. We must cease talking about mu-
nitions work as though it were the only
phase of owr war offort. The preduction
of foodstufis is cssentially a part of our
war effort. It is as essential to {eed our
men and our civilians as it is to feed the
guns,

Mr. Sampson: My word, it is!

Mr. HILL: 1 would like to refer once
more to my favourite topic, that of trans-
portation. 1 have with me the latest copy
of the " P.L.A. Menthly,” the magazine
of the Port of London Authority, On the
vover 1 find these words :—

The cnemy recogrises the vital importance

of transport. . ., We will see to it that the
chain of trangport remaing unbroken,
In 1929, a Federal committee recom-
mended the appointment of a Ministry of
Transport. We have in the Commonwcealth
today a Minister for Transport, and in
Britain there is a Minister oeccupying o
similar position, the objeet of which is to co-
ordinate all transport activities. What a
peculiar experience the Federal Minister for
Transport would have if he were to visit
Western  Australia  to  discuss  transport
problems ! 1f he were to go to South Aus-
tralia first, he could discuss port matters
with the Minister for Marine, who controls
the harbours in South Australia. He is
also the Minister for Railways and, as Minis-
ter for Local Uovernment, controls motor
transport as well. Consider the position
of the Minister should he come to Western
Australia, He would be forced to confer
with various Ministers controlling the several
forms of transport, and in order to do so
e would have to chase all round Perth.
Again, I commend to the Clovernment the
desirability of having all forms of transport
under the control of one Minister. I have
here the latest report of the Ceneral Man-
ager of Railways and Harbours in the
Union of South Africa. The financial
retwrns of the railways diselosed surpluses
during the last four vears as follows :—

£
1941 7,581,688
1940 3,602,773
1039 3,484,431
1938 . 5,582,106
Mr. Cross: What about the fireight

rates ¥
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Mr. HILL : The freight rates there repre-
sent & penny per ton per mile compared with
1.76d. per ton mile in Western Australia.

The Minister for Labour: Do the figures
vou have quoted take into account interest
charges ?

Mr. HILL: Yes, they represent the
surpluges after the payment of interest
charges.

The Minister for Labour: How much
wAas written off to save interest ?

Mr, HILL: Not very much,

The Minister for Labour : That is rather
important.

Mr. HILL: Despite these wonderful
financial resalts, the authorities in South
Africa are still looking for further improve.
ments, There, oo, the authorities urge the
cstablishment of a Ministry of Transport,
and in his annual report the General Manager
included the following refercnce to thot
matter :—

T make no apology for veferring again io
the question of the establishment of a Minis-
try of Transport in South Afriea, a proposal
dealt with at some length in several reports
of my predecessor and the exeeution of whivh
cannot, in my opinion, be long delayed after
the present world conflict ceases. There is, in
fact, vonsiderable support for the view that
the organisation nimed at would be of cven
greater value in periods of national crisis than
during normal times, but although it is signi-
ficant that it was preeisely during such days
of stress that transport ministries were formed
in Great Britain and clsewhere, it is realised
that the inauguration of a scheme of this
nature might he difficult to bring ahout in the
midst of a war.

The report goes on to deal with the matter
at considerable length and I shall make it
available to any member interested in the
subject. All we have aimed at achieving
is to have the various forms of transport
brought under one direct control with cach
working actively where it would best serve
the interests of the community as a whole.

Several members have referred, inciden-
tally, to unification, to which I am strongly
opposed. To govern Western Australis
from Canberra weuld be very diffieult indeed.
The strongest ergument against unification
that I have ever heard came from Federal
members. Some years ago the Federal
Royal Commission on the Navigation Act
came here, and I had the pleasure of taking
the members up the Kalgan to spend the day
at my place. Mr. Prowse was Chairman
of the Commission, and he said to me, ** Mem.
bers of this Commission came up to me and
said, ‘ Prowse, we are glad €o have had this
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trip. Waestern Australia has solid grievances
and problems of its ewn.”” I think that
is the strongest argument against unification.

MR. FOX (South Fremantle)} [8.1]: It
is highly difficult to understand the con-
tention advanced by the member for Albany
(Mr. Hill), that our state of unpreparedness
for war is due to party considerations, when
we call to mind that the party with which
the hon. member is associated has been
in officc and in power since 1916. Therefore
the hon, member is altogether mistaken.

Mr. Doney: Your workers should com-

hat unifieation.

Mr. FOX : Western Australia has nothing
at all to do with defence matters. If any
blame can be laid at the door of any party,
it is the Nationalist Party, or the U.AP.,
or the various aliases those members have
vone under since 1916,

Members interjected.

AMr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. FOX : T recall listoning to John Curtin
speaking at the Town Hall in 1936 or 1937,
and advocating at that time the vigorous
building of planes for the defence of Aus-
tralin. Had that policy been adopted,
we would not have heen in so sorry a plight
at the commencement of this war, and we
might not have had the raiding of Darwin
and the consequent loss of life. So much
for that.

But for the utterance of the member for
North Perth (Mr. Ahbott), who took as his
text * Tolerance.” I would not have risen
at all. Tt was a very pood text for the
hon. member to take. T agreo that we should
obscrve tolerance in all things. The member
for North Perth, however, showed not merely
lack of tolerance but also a lack of knowledge
of at least some of the subjeets ho discussed.
I am indebted to the member for Collie {Mr,
A. Wilson} for information on ono matter
to which the member for North Perth re-
ferred—a loading maechine which the Collie
minc-owners endeavoured to introduce.  The
words uttered by the hon. member were—

. . . they (the Collic miners) deelined to wse
a mechanieal loader. A vepresentative of the
mines went down to Collic with a mechanical
lpader. What treatment did he receive? “We
won’t have you and we won’t have mechanical
loaders,*?

The fact of the matter is thet a meeting
was held in Porth, as is confirmed by a
parageaph published in the * West Austra.

lian ”* of the 4th April, 1942, which reads
as follows

Conl supplies were discussed at a conference
in the Premier’s office on Thursday morning.
The conference was convencd by the Premier
(Mr. Willcock) and he presided. The District
Naval Oflicer (Commodore J. A. Collins), the
Minister for Railways (Mr. Nulsen), the Min-
ister for Mines (Mr. Panton), Mr. A. A, Wil-
son, M.L.A,, represeutatives of the Collic min-
ing compantes and the Collie Miners’ Union,
and departmental officials were present.

The main objeet of the conferenece wag to
discuss means of increasing production 8o as
to obviate the necessity of continuing to im-
port coal from the Eastern States, and thus
conserve shipping space.  All parties agreed
to co-operate to this end.

Following upon that the coalloader was
brought to Collie.

Mr, Abbott : But prior to that ?

My, FOX: The mine workers rendered
every co-operation and assistance to the
gentlemen who brought the machine down,*
It was clecided to give the machine a trial
not only on the surface, but, by the desire
of the miners, a trial underground as well.
The trial on the surface proved s complete
failure, that the mechanical loader was of
no use whatever te the mining industry.
The miners informed the man in charge of
the machine that they were guite prepared
to give it another trial. T consider that the
member for North Perth acted DLadly in
making his statement on this subject if he
was not adequately furnished with the
facts. And he was not ! Tt is easy to get
up here and blackguard a body of workers
doing their utmost to carry on an essential
industry in wartime. Buat the hon. mem-
ber went & little further. He spoke aboud
matters pertaining to the waterfront.  The
congestion in the Fremantle harbour was
referred to by the Premier, but that did not
involve the loading or unloading of ships.
It had referenco to the mumber of ships
vongregated in the Iremantle harbour.
Because of the abnormal number, 80 or 100
at a time, the harbour was unable to supply
berths for them all. As a result thoy were
berthed three or four deep on the north
shore, in particular, and also out in Gage
Roads.

Mr. Abbott: That is a Federal matter.

Mr. FOX ; Of course ; but the harbour
iz under the contrcl of a State authority.
In normal times there is plenty of spaco in
the harbour, but these times arc abnormal.
Becauge of the bombing of Singspore and
other ports, numerous ships had to leave
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that part of the world and come to Fremantle
for safety. They were placed out in Gage
Roads and along the harbour as I have
said. Had times been normal, I repeat,
there would have been any amount of room
for all shipping ; but at present the Fre-
mantle harbour authorities are constrained
for room, After the war is over there will,
I am quite sare, be enough accommodation
for mmany years to come in the Fremantle
harbour.

The member for North Perth also ox-
pressed himself as astounded to learn that
& person could not go and work on the Fre-
mantle wharf unless he was o member of
a union. [ suggest to the member for
North Perth that if his particular union
affiliates with the ALJP. or if, preferring
another course, he himself goes down and
joins any other union, he will be able to get

.8 ticket cntitling him to employment under
the conditions operating. No member of
the Waterside Workers' Federation, on the
other hand, could go into a police court or
into the Supreme Court to represent one
of his mates, no matter what his qualifica-
tions were, simply because he was not in the
lawyers’ union,

Mr, Marshall;: He would be a con-
foundedly bad lawyer if he could not beat
some of them ! .

Me, FOX: [ em casting no reflections.
Is it & good thing for the member for North
Perth to advocate that non-unionists should
go on the wharl?

Mr. Abbott :
cmergency.

Mr. FOX: The hon, member could
advocate that at any time. We have vivid
recollections of what the hon. member's
Party did during the first world war—
though I do not want to bring that up now.

Mr. Abbott : Look after your own party !

Mr. YOX: Some other members had
things to say about workers on the water.
front—for instance, the member for Bev-
orley {Mr. Mann) and the Leader of the
Qpposition. There was no venom in any-
thing that the Leader of the Opposition
said ; he was quite moderate. Again, the
member for Murrey-Wellington (Mr. Me-
Larty) was highly complimentary with
regard to what was being done by all
workers in Western Australia. I cannot say
the same of the other members to whom
I have alluded. I wish to describe the
conditions under which men on the water-

Only during a state of
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front work. There arc three shifts when
work is plentiful, as follows :—

First gang, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m,, with one hour
for dinner; then 114 hours for tea; start
again at 6.30 p.m. and work till 11 p.m.; start
again next morning at cight.

Second gang, start at 12 midnight and work

till § am.
When the Amecricans came here they ex-
pressed the view that the two hours and a-
half lost when the men knocked off at five and
returned at half-past six, and knocked off
at cloven, and the sccond gang did not
start il midnight, should be saved. They
considered that work should be carried on
during the whole period. The lumpers were
fuite preparcd to scrap a customn which
had operated for the last 30 years in order
to speed up the war effort.  The Americans
suggested working three shifts—from 8
am, to & p.m., from 3 p.m. to midnight,
and from midnight to 8 a.m. We all know
that there has been congestion of shipping
at Fremantle as well as a tremendous lot
of work since the war began in unloading
matcriala and goods of every description.
The Americans were in a desperate hurry
to get the goods off the ships in case there
were air raids, when the goods might be
destroyed. So they asked the men whether
they would be prepared to work from
8 to 5, from 5 to 12, and from 12 to 8. The
number of men was not sufficient to allow
them to work one shift and then stand ofi
for 16 hours.

In order that two hours and a-half may
not be lost, consider what these men are
doing! I think it will be agreed that
nothing is to be said against them ; they
are doing overything that can possibly be
vxpected. They start work at 8 o’clock
in the morning and work till 5 pm, It
takes a man knocking off at five at least
an hour to get home and have a wash and
have his tea ; and he spends another hour
looking round, Then he goes to bed. He
has to be up again at 11 o’clock in order
to get down to the waterfront to start work
at 12, continuing until 8 in the morning—
going through the same routine that he went
through between 5 and 11. And he will
return to work at 5 pan. the same day.
That mey go on for three or four days,
until the work is finished. I think the men
are worthy of praise for doing such work
ag that,

At present there are 900 members in
the Lumpers' Union, with about 1,400
men registered on the casual list, That
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means about 2,500 men working on the
waterfront at the present time. As regards
non-unionists, since 1918 we have hadl
preference of employment to unionists on
the waterfront. That was granted not by
the Arbitration (‘ourt buf under an agree-
ment with the employers. I think the
member for Boulder (Hon. P. Collier) had
something to do with securing that prefer-
ence in 1918 or 1919.
Hon. P. Collier : In 1819.

Mr. FOX : Quite a number of men come
to the waterfront seeking work, and they
have no difficulty in getting it.  All they
need is to be members of any Western Aus-
tralian union. As we have preference to
unionists, there is nothing wrong about it.
We do not stipulate that an applicant shall
belong to our union, but merely to any
union. The only difficulty arises when a
man comes from the farming diséricts, where
there are no unions ; but we get over that
also. Perbaps the man has been in busi-
ness but has had to go out of business as the
result of small shops being forced to close
down. He is still able to get work on the
waterfront, if it is available. In the first
place o man bas to get a ticket from the
secretary of the casual section, and then a
ticket from the marine suthority in order
that he may be able to get through the
gates. I have known a member of Parlia-
ment to be stopped at the gates because
he hacd forgotten his pass. I desirc to pay
a tribute to men who ave giving of their
best, working long hours, and doing their
utmost for the expeditious loading and
discharging of ships.

There is one matter upon which I should
like to say & few words, and that is the
difficulty the Fremantle people are in with
regard to hospital accommodation in the
event of an air raid in their district. I
think we are all agreed that one of the
most vital areas in Western Australia is
the port of Fremantle, where so much
shipping is congregated and where such a
large number of men are gathered togethor
st the one time. I think I would be safe
in saying that in the vicinity of the wharf
there are congregated at least 5,000 men
at any time during the week ; not after
6 o’clock at night, but any time during the
day.

When members consider the number of
men working on the ships, the dock, her-
bour, and river workers, the tally clerks, the
lumpers, and all the carters and drivers that
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convey goods to and from the ships, they
will agrec that we have a right to be con-
cerned about sufficient hospital accommoda-
tion being made available in the event of
an air raid. The Civil Defonco asuthorities
have ordered the Frimantle Hospital to
shift its patients to two centres, namely,
Lueknow, north of the river, and Heath-
cote. Wo endeavoured to get the whole of
Heathcote hospital, but the authorities
said there were about 15 patients who
could not be removed. We are very much
concerned, as only 200 beds would be
available in case of a raid. When one
congiders the havoe wrought in the North-
West and at Darwin one can imagine what
will happen in & large raid on the Fremantle
waterfront. There would not be nearly
enough beds to cope with the casualties.
At the present time J notice that memn
arc engaged in building wool stores. I
think their services could be better utilised
in  building additional accommeodation
around Heathcotc hospital or some other
place, in case of eventualities, We do not
want to have to say * Too late " again if
an air raid takes place. und we have such
a large number of casualties that we are
not able to deal with them. We have a
competent man at the head of the medical
services. I refer to the Hon. Dr. Gordon
Hislop, M.L.C., in whom I have every con-
fidence. If he possibly can do anything,
he will do it. He recognises the difficulties,
Mr. Rapheel: And the red tape,

Mr. FOX: I do not know about the red
tape.
Mr. Rapheel: Ask him.

Mr, FOX : If there is a hotel or some
other building we wang, I think we should
get it without any red tape. If a thing
has to be done, why not do it at once ?
We hear & lot about America’s lack of red
tape, but I think that is all hooey. There
is as much red tape amongst the Americans
as there is amongst Australians, notwith-
standing what we hear about the expeditious
way in which the Americans do things.

I have not much to say about the black-
out except that I am not very much in
favour of it becauss it is not complete, I
went from Parliament House the other
night, and looking over Perth across the
railway line, I saw one blaze of light.
Going through Claremont I found that
nearly evary house had a light. That is
differenc from the conditions under which
we are working in Fremantle., Most of us
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in the suburbs have our places completely
blacked out and it is faicly uncomfortable.
‘The nights have been warm, and when the
doors and windows are shut it is not too
good. If the black-out is not to be carricd
out in its entirety we should have a let-up.
Fremantle wharf is a blaze of light, but that
is necessary because we cannot stop shipping.
We must get rid of the muanitions which are
coming here. I suppose they are coming,
though I have not been down there reeently,
Other places occupied by the military are
also blazes of light,

What concerns mec is the number of
accidents that occcur. At Fremantle on the
Rockingham-rond in the last six months
there have been three fatalities, two durving
the Jast week. I agree with the member for
Murray-Wellington (Mr. McLarty). who
said it was ridiculous for cars to be blacked-
out in eountry districts. They should he
allowed to have their lights full on im-
mediately they leave town. If there had
been sufficient lighting, the accidents to
which I have referred may have heen
avoided. I thank the Minister for Agri-
cultwre for the attention he has given to
my district during his term of officc. In
that district we have the third largest bacon
factory in Australia. I noticed the
other day the Minister said that none of the
members of the Opposition had visited
Watson’s bacon factory at Fremantle.
That factory employs 130 men. and the
management is concerned whether wheat
will bo made available at a reasonable price
to maintain the pig industry.

Mr. McDonald : Have you visited our
kapok factory in West Perth ?

Mr. FOX : XNo, hut T would be plensaed to
if I receivad an invitation. However. we
cannot eat kapok. ‘lhis is a very big
industry, and is doing a great serdice to the
primary producers of Western Australia.
I hope memburs on the opposite side will do
their utmost to see that wheat is made
available at a reasonable price in order
that pig raisers moy carry on their in-
dustry, and that subsidiary industric: may
bo maintained.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Tilbara} [3.21]: T
shall be as brief as possible, but there are
a fow remarks I wish to make, as certain
matters scem to need clarifying, T desire
to supplement the remarks of the member
for South Fremantle (Mr. Fox) in reply to
the unwarranted end ill-timed statements
of the member for North Perth {Mr. Abbott).
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The member for North Perth put a fair
amount of vehemenee and an equal amount
of acidity into his effort, in a rather subtle
way, to vilify certan trade unions. The
member for South Fremantle has amply
replied as far as his numbers are concerned.
Thoe only matter T wish to mention in von-
nection with the lumpers is that they are
the same class of men who for nearly two
vears before the war objected strongly
to the loading of serap iron into Japanese
ships to be sant over to Japan at the instign-
tion and at the command of the then Prime
Minister, Mr. Menzies, who bhelongs to the
same party as does the hon. member who
madc the statements to whieh T have re-
ferred.

Mr. Patrick : Was-there not a Government
that wanted to sell ivon ore from Yampi
Sound to the Japancse ?

Mr. W, HEGNEY : T wish further to
refer to what was said about the workers
in the Midland Junction workshops. Tt
has been stated that a little knowledge is o
dangerous thing, and it appears that the
member in his attack had suflicient know-
ledge to get himself into hot water, but
not quite enough to get himself out of it.
The men in the Midland Junetion workshops,
as in many other parts of the State, are
working under industrial awards nnd agree-
ments and the Commissioner of Railvays.
who is a party to thoso awards and agree-
ments, i3 expected to abide by them. [
know that the men in the workshops, in com-
mon with the men in shearing sheds and
factories and miners who go deep into the
earth of this country to earn a livelihood,
and the women in the factories, too, are
playing a wonderful part in the prosecution
of this war, and the remarks of the member
for North Perth were absolutely unjustified.

Mr. Abbott : No one suggested that they
were not doing # wonderful job.

Mr. W. HEGNEY : The position 1o far as
industrial workers are concerned—and T
am speaking from cxperience—is that an
organisation has been set up under the
Jurisdiction of the Australinon Labour Party.
It contains representatives of  different
industries and has been constituted for the
express purpose of endeavouring to ascer.
tain ways in which the workers in those
industries can beat assist the respective
Governments in the prosecation of the wae,
Tt is (uite evident that bodies of workers
in any country are jealous of their industrial
conditions, and naturally so. 1f one takes
the trouble to inguire into what has taken
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place up to date in uli the States of the
Commonwealth, one would find that men
who have fought for their conditions in
years gone hy have been prepared to set
them aside in the interests of the ('ommon-
woealth.

Mr. Abbott
coalminers,

Mr. W, HEGNEY : ] do not proposc to
deal further with that aspeet of the hon.
member’s remarks, but to pass on to another
of the remarks he made vesterday in con-
neetion with the formation of what he terms
a ‘““National Government.” T wish to
quote, in the first place, the decision of
a Gallup Poll. 1 view the Gallup Poll with
# certain amount of doubt.

Hon. P. Collier : It is a fraud !

Mr. W, HEGNEY : It certainly woukl
not err in favour of the party I represent.

Mr. Watts : How do you know ?

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mr. W. HEGXEY : The report of this
poll iz headed, ‘* All-Party Government
Preferred to Election.”” Tt states—

Australia’s firat swmple referendwm taken
by Australian public opinion poll—the Gallup
method—in September, just before the change
of Government, showed that nearly ecight out
of ten people in a representative cross-section
favoured an all-party Government. In Novem-
ber, in another mation-wide survey, a cross-
section of people in all walks of life was
askerd this question: **If the Labour Govern-
ment happens te he defeated, would you favour
an all-party Government, or an clection??’

As the following table shows, about five
people preferred am  all-party  Government
against each four who favoured an eleetion.
The figures are then given, and less than 50
per cent. favoured an all-party Government.
The report goes on—

Non-Labour voters who were almost 100 per
eent. in favour of am all-party Government in
September were only fwo to one in favour of
the idea in November. In September, two out
of threc Labour voters supported the idea of
an all-party Government, hut in November they
were five to three against it as compared with
an cleetion.

Mr. Menzies and his followers practically
fought the last election on the **all-party
Government ’* question. Buf he is not
Prime Miniater now.

Mr. J. H. Smith : It is a pity he is not.

Mr. W. HEGNEY : The Prime Minister,
Mr. Curtin, in the course of a speech made
on the 11th December last, and at which
the Royal Automobile Club of Vietoria
handed him & cheque for £5,000 for the
Commonwealth, stated, after pointing out

Like the Noew South Wales

that the CGovernment would have to make
decisions—-

Thege decisious will be made hy the Govern-
ment after consultation with, and in associa-
tion with, the representntive leaders of the
Opposition parties in the Parlinment.  Kver
since the war began, in the Parliaments of this
country, on the major questions associated
with the conduct of the war, we have had not
enly w uwited Parlimuwent but also a united
cvountry. I propose to nct on that foundation.
This morning the lender of the Opposition
(Mr. I*adden) in a wny that was most generons
~—and Which has been characteristic of the way
the Opposition hus behaved and the Govern-
ment has behaved, no matter which party since
the hour that war struck, provided the Opposi-
tion and Government—offered his support as
a determination on the part of representative
leaders in the Parlioment toe correlate their
work o that by joint endeavour they ecan get
the maximum of result.

While talk of a National {(iovernment may
he all right in theory, in actual praetice it
does not work out.

Mr. Abbott: What about England ?

Mr, W, HEGNEY : 1 believe the rank
and file of Parliament, whatever the political
colour of the Government may be, should
retain its right ot all times of constructive
criticism.  We hove started this war as a
united nation, and 1 hope we will finish
it as such. All this talk of National (Clov-
erament should pass inte the limbo of for-
gotten things.

T now wish to refer to the question of
brown-out. The regulations have been
disallowed. My mind must have been read,
because I felt strongly inclined to move for
their disallowanee, but in view of the fact
that the Military Department desires the
black-out and the brown-out to remain,
onc naturally hesitates to take any cdrastic
action. T am pleased that the regulations
have heen disallowed. It will obviate my
going into details in connection with certain
phases of brown-out restrictions. I would,
in pasging, pay this compliment to the
Minister in charge of Civil Defence, that
I am happy to know that the wardens will
not be saddled with the responsibility of
acting as policemen in regard to lighting
restrictions.  Now that the civil police have
taken over that phase of A.R.P. work, it
shonld be more satisfactory.

It is unfortunate that the Minister is not
herc at the moment. He did not amplify
his statement in regard to certain equip-
ment. Quite recently I read a report from
Sydney in the * West Australian *’ in which
it was stated it was understood that 1,000,000
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gos masks would shortly he provided for the
citizena of that city. 1 find that very few
regpirators are likely to be issued to members
of the AR.P. organisation in thix State.
The matter needs looking into. The same
applies to the question of sticrup pumps
and tin hats. T hope the Minister will,
during his visit to the Eastern States, ob-
tain some information of a definite character
concerning these mattoers.

T hope, in connection with the civil defence
administration, that in the future Ministers
in general, and the Minister for Civil Defence
in particular, will take some action to alter
what has taken place up to date. Too muny
people are making decisions, and these
decisions do not happen to coincide one
with the other. 1 quote now from the
“ West Australien ” of the 5th March, 1942,
It is a report of a trial black-out. and is
headed * Lrial  Black-out. South-West
area afiected.”” 1t states—

A trial black-out has been ordered by the
€ivil Defence Couneil between dusk en Mareh
7, and dawn on Mareh 8, and to include all
hours of darkness dQuring that peried.  The
area affected is that embraced by a line drawn
due east from the sea const to Harvey, thence
to Collic. Donnybrook and Buszselton, all in-
vlusivy,

That is quite clear. In the " Woest Aus-
tralinn ' of the 5th March there alzo appeared
o letter over the signature of L. J. Miller of
Donnybrook, in the course of which he said—

The Preston Road Board called a publie
meeting recently and formed a unit——

He referred to the formation of an A R.P.

unit—

——with the idea of organising the town so
that if an air raid eventuated the people would
have someone to look to for guidance and
ovganised assistnnee, and even if that service
is never calied upon—and we hope it will not
L necessary—there would have heen no harm
in being orguanised,

The Civil Defence Council was communi-
cated with so that the road board’s nuthority
could be delegated to the AR.P. unit. and it
was deecided to go abead with the household
register and endeavour to get the citizens’ eel-
laboration in the plan of preparedness. The
veply from the Civil Defenee Council was short
and to the peint: ‘It is not intended at the
present time to declare Donnybrook as a vital
area. and therefore ne authority ean be given
for the formation of an AR.P. organisation.’’

This means that although Donnybreok is
only 15 miles from the coast and in direct line
from Busselton to Collie—two vital areas—
nothing can be done as a preparation, and the
road board is the only anthority to police a
hlack-put.
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That gives evidence of inconsistency. T
had hoped that it would he the only one
to come under my notice. What do we
find ? The Minister in charge of civil
defenre matters issucd an appeal to the
vitizens of Perth and its suburbs to refrain
as much as possible from crawding into the
city. He also gave the member for Subiaco
(Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) a slight rap over the
knuckles when a statement was made that
she was to address a meeting. In that
regard the following appeared in the * Weat
Australian " :—

When agked to express an opinion as to the
advisability of lLolding the proposed women’s
demonstration  (Allied Women’s Day mareh)
on Sunday mext, Mr. I'unton said it was very
disheartening to the Civil Defence Counvil,
which was endeavouring by every means to
prevenl people, especinlly women aml children,
congregating in Perth, to find leading women
of the State taking part in such a demounstra-
tion. f*We ean only hope,”’ he added, ¢‘that
the Iatest partner in the Axis does not deeide
to tuke part in the demonstration.”’

Alrs. Cardell-Oliver : That is quite unfair
because we gave up the propossl inmunedi.
ately-.

Mr. W, HEGNEY : T am not criticising
the hon. member hy any means; T am
pointing to inconsistencies. Almost at the
same time there appeared in the ** West
Australian”’ a report regarding the State’s
part in connection with the liberty loan.
The report embodied the following :—

Towmorrow a parade will leave the Central
Railway Station at 1240 pam., and preeced
through Wellington and Willinm-streets, St.
George's-terrace, Barrack, liay, Willlam aud
Murray-streets to Forrest-place. The Lord
Maver (Dr. T, W. Neaghor) will take the
salute from the base in front of the G.P.O.
at 1 p.m. The Police greys will hiead the pro-
cession followed by the Western Command
band, cadet corps from Yale, Secoteh and
Aquinas Colleges under the command of the
officer commanding the Scotch College senior
cadet detachment (Captain C. G. Campbell).
It is anticipated that over 200 cadets will
parade. A float carrying representatives of
Allicd nations in costume will follow. The
ARLC band will preeede ahout 200 members
of the A T.C.

There is another instance of inconsistency.
Here we have one Minister setting out to
accomplish one thing and another body
proceeding to do something «quite the
contrary,

Hon, (. G. Latham: There was no
disappointment regarding the latter instance,

Mr. W. HEGNEY : Here is s [urther
instance. TFrom Kalgoorlie a report under
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date the I4th April, appeared in the ** West
Australian ''—

The question of whether owners of motor
vehicles on the Eastern Goldfields were obliged
to comply with the motor lighting restrictions
imposed by the Civil Defence Council order,
was lotly debated in Kalgoorlie when it was
learnt that the Commissioner of Police (Mr.
D. Hunter) had stated that the order applied
to areas within 100 miles of the coast,

To elear up the matter the ‘‘Kalgoorlic
AMiner?’ dispatehed a telegram to the Minister
for Defence (Mr. Panton) asking specifically
if the motor vehivle lighting restrietions im-
posed by the order applied to the Fastern
Goldfiehls, The reply was that they did. His
reply read: **Motor black-out regulations
apply to the whole Stute. Suggest you per-
nse the copy of the order in the ‘Govern-
ment Gazette’ of March 20 last.’’

Mr. Patrick : That was advertised in the
“ West Australian.”

Mr. W. HEGNEY : My ohject in making
these observations is not to criticise the
Minister, the Civil Defence Couneil or any-
one else, but to mention that people naturally
wonder who is right and who is wrong.
It is due to the people that the responsible
Minister and authorities should exercise
more unity of action in matters of this de-
seription which affect the people generally.
1 was very pleased to read the statement
in the Press yesterday that the Assistant-
Minister for the Army had indicated that
the rumours circulating regarding the lack
of defence measures for Western Australin
were without foundation. I believe that
to be true. The pecple in the far North
were naturally concerned some time back
about their position, and they will be pleased
to have the assurance of the Federal Minis-
ter that adequate measures have been taken
for the defence of that part of the Common-
wealth.

My final comments will have relation to
the goldmining industry. Personally, 1
believe that everyone, even though not
dircetly engaged in or associated with that
industry, will agree to do whatever js beut
in the interests not only of Western Aus-
tralin but of the Commonwealth as a whole,
In order to obtain information regarding the
man-power position, the Federal Minister
concerned i8 now on & visit to this State,
and I am convinced that he will display
sufficient interest and breadth of outlook
in viewing the situation. T feel sure that
if men are to be transferred from gold.-
mining to other essential defence works,
the transfer will be effected with the least
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possible disturbance to industry here. I do
not propose to traverse tho history of the
industry in relafion to State finances.
Suffice it to say that the industry is to
Western Australia even more than is the
pugar industry to Queensland. This State
has not shared to any marked degree in the
expenditure of defence money by the Com-
monwealth during the past two years and is
therefore entitled to every consideration.

Tt may be said thuat there is a shortage
of labowr in other States, and the contention
may be raised that men now working in the
goldmining industry should he transferred
to make up that shortage. On the other
hand, we know that a great number of
workers born and bred in this State, where
they served their time in various trades,
went to the Kastern States when better
wages and conditions in connection with
munition work proved so attractive. Quite
a number of young women also went East
where they secwred remunerative employ-
ment in South Australia and Victoria.
Therefore Western Australin has made an
important direct contribution to the supply-
ing of men and women for war work in other
parts of the Commonwealth, If there is8
no other way out of the difficulty than by
taking more men from industry here, I
think ressonable safeguarda should he
forthecoming from the ¥Federal Govermment
ensuring that our industries will be inter-
fered with to the least possible extent.

There is no doubt that the menace of
invaston has for the time being banished
all our major differences, but we must look
at the position from a world point of view
and it is as complex as a master game of
chess. However, the Russian and Chinese
soldiers are fighting valiantly, the British
are patiently enduring but resclute, and the
seething masses of concucred peoples in
Europe are scheming in secret places and
keeping the fire oi rebellion smouldering
until an opportune moment. Each and
every citizen of the Commonwealth, no
matter what occupation he or she follows,
is only too willing to doeverything possible
according to his circumstances and general
capacity. It is, therefore, the Government's
duty to utilise in every way the services of
members and the public to assist in the war
effort and then, whether the war lasts six
months or six years, this country will be
saved for future gencrations in the interests
of democracy.
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MR, McDONALD (\West Perth) [3.46]: 1
think that most of the matters which have
heen coneerning the minds of members and
the general public have been referred to by
previous speakers, and therefore I do not
proposc to take up much of the time of the
House, It is evident that members feel there
should be some definite idea as to the vole
they ave to hill in the present eirenmstances.
After all, a custom that may be suitable in
time of peace may beecome quite unsuitable
in a time like the present, and one enstom
that must go is that of having the long
vacation that Parlioment has hitherto ob-
served from the end of one year fo the end
of July or the heginning of August in the
following year.

Members, 1 think, feel that sueh a pro-
longed suwspension of the sittings of the
House eannot continue in present circum-
stanees.  Theve has heen a change in the
duties of the office of a member of this
House. At this time, when there is very
sparse newspaper information and when
people are heset with so many anxieties,
husiness and personal, and when so
many changes are being made under
National Seceurity Regulations, individuals
and organisations expeet to be able to
get adviee and information, and more
than ever hefore thev look to the member for
their district. 1F he is to discharge his fune-
tions adequately, he mnst he possessed of a
reasonable amount of information to enable
him to reply lo the questions asked of him.
T would say therefore, that if this Parliament
is to discharge its duty adequately to the
people we must meet reasonahly often.

T have some sympathy with the view of
the Minister for Works that certain sessions
should not be deveted to the eonsidera-
tion of legislation unless that legisla-
tion is of vitally urgent character. 1f we
once accept that principle, I see nothing to
prevent Parliament from meeting every six
weeks or two months to hear statements from
the Premier and other Ministers that will
give memhers the information necessary to
pass on to their constitnents.

Mr. Fox: Would you limit them to that?

Mr. McDONALD: I am quite easy as to
the period, but it would make for a better
working of the machinery of the House if we
had ap wnderstanding amongst members that
we should meet at eertain intervals in order
to hear statements from Ministers and give
members the information they need, and that
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membhers, by means of short speeches, should
convey their criticisms and suggestions to
the Government, A scheme of that sort
would be diffienlt to work if any session,
which it was anticipated would lnzt not more
than two or three days, were prolonged by
the introduction of legislation into & peried
of wecks or months, If we can aecopt the
principle that ecriain parts of the yecar or
certain sessions should be legislative sessions,
and if other sessions were ealled at reason-
ably frequent intervals to enable information
to be given and permit of constructive
eriticism and snzeestions, our Parliamentary
gystem would work much more adequately.

Hon. W. 1. .Tohnson: That is the kind of
sossion we are having now.

Mr. MeDONALD: That, 1 think, is the
primary object of this particular session.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Hear, hear!

Mr. MeDOXNALD: In saying that, T shonld
he extremely reluctant to vote for anything
that would deprive members of the rights
and privileges they possess, and I am not
opposed lo the initroduction of rny legidla-
tion by a private member. I would like to
see opportunity afforded a member to ex-
plain any Bill he might introduce on the
seccond reading heeause it might be one of
great vnlue, hut having given him the right
to exercise his privilege as a private member,
the question whether that Bill would be dealt
witlt by the House is another matter. The
House might well decide that the mpasure
coald stand over till the ordipary legis-
lative session. T do not think members
wonld be inclined to tolerate the introduction
of legislation of a trifling character or legis-
lation not devoted to the war efiort, exeept
at a time when the season is convenient for
its introduction.

If the Housc is to adjourn hefore com-
pleting all the husiness on the notiee paper—
the undertaking of the Premier was that the
Government would not shnt out any private
member’s business of a kind direetly relaied
to the way effort—if, owing to pressure of
work npon Ministers, particularly in view
nf the presence of Federal Ministers in this
State, it is desirable in the national and
States’ interests that Parliament should ad-
journ before cleaving the present notice
paper, I, for one, hope we shall meet again,
if only for a short period, within the nexi
two, three or fouwr wecks. Then any private
member’s business velating to the war effort
or associated with the war effort could be
dealt with by the House, and we would have
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an opportunity to hear from the Premier the
vesult of bis visit to the Eastern States,
where he bas been discussing matters ot
great importanee to the stability and economy
of Western Australia.

I only want to add one more word—ahout
this State Parliament, Whatever may he the
arguments for the abolition of State Parlia-
ments in other States, they do not apply
here. Perth is as far from Canberra as is
Auckland in New Zealand, or Batavia in
Java.  Australia, in faet, consists of two
continents whieh, as our secession petition
stated, are scparated by a sea of sand. The
sooner it is realised that we do comprisce
two eontinents, the hetter. As far as this
western continent 1s coneerned, if it is to he
deprived of its State Parlinment and the
remnants of sovereigoty it still enjoys, then
its voice in the counsels of Australia will be
reduced to n mere whisper. Buot while T say
that, T am vather disposed to favour, con-
trary to the view of some of my own col-
leagues, a measure of simplification or uni-
formity in onr ineome taxation,

A very thoughtful student of these affairs
suid to me today that the greatest danger
in uniforin taxation as now proposed,
although made only for the duration of the
war, was that after the war the people of
MAustralin would not tolerale a return to the
old dual system of taxation. That observa-
ilon appeared fo me to carry in ijtself a
condemnation of our present system. I do
not think we ¢an sland in the way of inevit-
able progress towurds a more simple sys-
temn of taxation in Australia, any more than
the stage coaches of a hundred years age
could have stood against the progress of the
ruilways; becanse the hurden of taxation
now, when the individual is to such a large
vxtent made the taxing official and he has to
keep all the vecords and collect money, and
when the multiplicity of forms imposes such
a severe strain upon the eommunity that a
large amount of useful labour is diverted into
what we may call an unproductive ehannel,
1% felt most severely.

It is ne good vesisting in this country of
Australia a movement towards simplifying
taxation; and while I am against any system
of unifieation as applied to Western Aus-
lralia, I do favour, and would support, a
review of our income tax collection by State
and Federal suthorities either on the uni-
formity prineiple, or on some other prin-
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eiple which will aot be a threat to the
sovercignty, or the remaining sovercignty, of
Western Australia,

The Deputy Premier: But you would not
agree that the Federal Government should
be the sole taxing authority? That Govern-
went does not ask the State how much it
needs.

Mr, MeDONALD: That would be an un-
due invasion of the sovereign rights of the
State. I would, however, favour a formuia
by which the present work of collection and
multiplicity of labour on the part of Gov-
ernment departments and the publie, the
collection of dual income taxation, could he
modified towards some degree of simplieity.
And the move towards simplicity and uni-
formity will not stop with dual taxation of
incomes; it will extend in very many other
directions. As a man who is acquainted with
the goldfields, the member for Nedlands, in-
tended to make a reference to the position
of the mining industry today. I regrel that
through illness he has not been able to come
to the House: and I wish to say, myself,
on his behalf and on behalt of those who
sit here with e, that we join with all mem.
bers who urge that theve should be no un-
due interferenee with this vital industry
of goldmining unless there has been a thor-
oughly adequate  examination. [ do not
wanl, and I am sure no memper wants, to
~ayv anything which may make it difficult
to re-organise the goldmining industry, if
that course should be necessary or essentinl
in the national interest.

There ave many indusivies and many
people who will suffer injustices in the na-
tional interest before the war has been fin-
ished, and it would be unwise for publie
men io convey to any person or class of
persons in Australia that he ov they will he
victimised or appressed, and thereby to en-
gender in them an opposition to what may
he essential to the defenee of our country.
So I think that specches or remarks on this
subject have to be made with a due sense
of responsibility. However, I do agree,
with those who have expressed opinions on
this matter, that our goldmining industry
and this State ave prepared to co-
operate in any sacrifiec that is  es-
sentinl  in  the national  intevest if
we ave assured that other voeations
and other interests ave bearing their part
in the sacrifiee. That is all we want. Until
we do get that assurance from the respon-
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sible authorities in the Federal Government,
we shall be justified in protesting against
any preeipitate action that is going to
affect the mining industry and the economy
of our State.

The Deputy Premier:
more than an assurance.
some evidence.

Mr. McDONALD: We can have it in any
form we like. I have no doubt the Depaty
Premier will tie Canberra up as tightly as
is possible. The member for Awvon (Mr.
Boyle) raised a question of very wide
national interest, to my mind, when he
raised what has heen raised before but what
must be raised again—the position of the
primary producers. It seems to me that our
Federal Government must get down to a
matter of principle; and perhaps the prin-
ciple is not so difficult to find. If we take
all industries, whether they are secondary
or primary, and pick out all industries
which are indispensable to onr war effort, or
which it is essential to preserve in the in-
terests of our pescelime economy, then we
can say that those interests and the people
engaged in them must be guaranteed econ-
ditions under whieh they are able to sur-
vive and to work, subject to the limitations
of onr general finance.

Theve must be no  disparity between
any one industry which is working in the
national effort and any other like industry;
and the duty of the Federal Government
must be to ensure as far as possible uni-
formity in status between all the various
kinds of industry, primary and secondary,
which are essential to the war effort, or
whieh it is necessary that we should pre-
serve because they will be factors in our
peacetime economy. As has been men-
tioned here today, it is qumite nnnecessary
to remind ourselvas that the production of
essential foods is perhaps even more import-
ant than is the produection of munitions.

There has heen a certain amount of appre-
hension on the part of people in some areas
as to bhilleting, and I want to say a word
on that. All members appreciate that there
is a certain difficulty in strangers eoming
into one’s house on such elose and intimate
relationship as will be involved by civilians
or soldiers coming to live in private houses,
cspecially when those houses—as they are
in this State—are mostly very small. But
I wish to say this: We have to remember
that there will be no hilleting of eivilians

We would want
We wounld want
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from target and other areas until those
arcas have hecen or are in actual danger of
heing bombed or shelled, and the people have
had their homes destroyed or have been
forced out of them.

Like most other members, I have had
many communications from constituents
and others about evacunees and soldiers being
billeted on them., When the time comes,
however, the ordinary instincts of human-
ity will break down any barriers that may
exist, beeause the people of this Stale ecould
not tolevate for one moment that persons
who have been driven from their lhomes
should not be afforded any shelter which
their neighbours are capable of giving them.
So it is only a eonlingency, and if it arises
I do not think anybody will fail to play his
or her part in affording accommodation to
such people. The same with soldiers; 1 un-
derstand that inquiries are heing made in
fairly large areas as to what accommoda-
tion there is for soldiers in halls, buildings
and private houses. That is olbviously only
a precautionary measure.

If soldiers ean be aceommodated in bar-
racks or camps, it would bhe much better
from a military point of view that they
should be so accommodated; but it may he
that large numbers of soldiers may rome
into this State—or perhaps into other
States, where the same principle applies—
and there may be no time and no manpower
to build them ecanps or barracks and there
may be no accommodation for them in exist-
ing ecamps and barracks. It is then that the
people coneerned who may have accommo-
dation for soldiers will most certainly not re-
fuse for one moment to provide the soldiers
with sleeping accommodation and shelter. I
am sure the people would not permit the
soldiers to camp during the winter months on
the Esplanade or some other reserve without
any shelter at all.  These soldiers are not
expected to be fed by the houscholder; they
will go to halls and central places where
their food will be prepared by the military
authorities, All they would expeet from
householders in this emergency, until such
time as eamps and harracks ean be provided
for them, is merely shelter from the weather
and sleeping accommodation.

For the information of the Deputy Premier
and the Minister concerned, I shall mention
something which has just heen conveyed to
me, and that is the possibility of a short-
age in many lines in ouyr shops. This may
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be no news to the Deputy Premier and his
Ministers, but representations have been
made to me by traders that, owing to ship-
ping difficulties and diffienlties of carriage by
land and on our railways, supplies are be-
coming very short, and may hecome shorter
still becanse of disloeation of traffic.  The
manufacturers in the Eastern States are not
now interested in Western Australian sales.
1t is so much easior to sell their goods in
Victoria and New South \Wales, where they
get their money paid at onee, and they have
no treuble over shipping or other transport.
Consequently, they are becoming disinterested
in sending their goods to this State, T am
afraid there is a grave danger of a short-
age, not merely in non-gssentials, but in
essentials, such as elothing of varions kinds.
The remedy, I suppose, would be through the
Shipping Board or through the Co-ordinator
of Transport, to endeavour to get additional
transport acecommodation for Western Aus-
tralian goods, if possible accommeodation at
regular times,

Hon. C. G. Latham: The Eastern States
manufacturer has not to look for markets.
They are at his door today.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The merchants here
must put up the cash in Melbourne.

" Mr, MeDONALD: Bven that would not
overcome the difficulty. One of the largest
firms in Perth has spoken to me on the mat-
ter and cash is no consideration to it. The
€act is that it is casier for the Eastern States
mannfacturer te sell his goods in New South
Wales and Victoria.

Ilon. W. D. Johnson: The Wostern Aus-
trahan buyer must take delivery of and
store his goods in Melhonrne.

Mr. MeDONALD: Yes. I have one last
thing to mention. It is something about
whirh the Premier and the Deputy Premier
know something. T think we are all agreed
that this is not the time for legislation, ex-
cept lemislation to meet war conditions. It
is above all a time for administration,
prompt administration and efficient admin-
istration. In addition, it is a time for plan-
ning, so that administration will be preceded
by adequate vision of what is to be done
and consideration of how it ean hest be done.
T have advoecated, and do advocate very
strongly, that we in Australin—and parti-
cularly Western Australian—are treating this
war as the concern of the Civil Service and
the military authority in the way of direc-
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tion, whereas if there is any lesson to be
learnt from the history of this war, it is
that it is everybody’s war.

Our best guarantee of suecess is to enlist
the entire population, men, women and
children, in the prosecution and planning of
the war. I do not for one moment disparage
our civil servants—we have many admirable
men in that serviee—but to ask them to
wndertake these vastly different duties,
superimposed on their present work, is to
ask them to do something which is quite
unfair. So I advoeate that the war, and
in particular the direction of the war and the
State war effort, should be a matter of co-
operalion between the best braing of the Civil
Service and the hest brains outside that ser-
viee. There scems no reason why men who
are leaders and speeialists in their partieular
vocations, and men whoe are foremen in
workshops and know the practical working
of their industries—not many of them, hut
s sufficient number—should not be co-opted
to assist the different departments of the
State in planning the war effort of the
State. The Commonwenlth has alrcady done
something of that  kind. Mr. Essington
Lowis, My, Theodore, Mr. Hartnett, and
others, have been taken from industry in
which they were leaders in order to eo-
operate in the direction of the war effort.
In this State, however, we scem to have
done very little, and although we have, like
all other States, a very reduced function
compared with that of the Federal Govern.
ment, we have some problems that require
all the planning and vision of which we are
enpable.

If there is an invasion heve, it does not
follow it will come to the target areas, of
which the Minister for Civil Defence told
us, bounded by two or three streets and con-
taining 9,000 or 10,000 peaple. It may
come to any area and any number of people,
1t may mean the transfer of fens of thou-
sands of our population. [t may mean
their transport from one nrea to another,
Tt may mean feeding them, providing
water and medieal supplies for them, and
deciding where they are to go and how they
are to be received. It will mean an  im-
mense amount of organisation unless there
ore to be completely chaolie conditions. T
believe the Government has not beett un-
mindful of some of these thines, and T give
it eredit for that. But so far as T know—
and T stand open to correetion—the full ex-
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tent of this problem and this potential dan-
ger—I hope it is a remole uome, but it is
possible—the full extent of the planning
neeessary (o meet all these various eondi-
tions, all these alternative conditions that
may arise, has not heen realised. T men-
tion that as onc aspeet which, without pre-
vious preparation, may hring about chaotie
conditions, whereas by forethought and

planning and looking at all the vari-
ous  contingencies  and  providing  for
them, and assigning a vole to  every-
one  so that he knew what he had

to do and what his responsihilities were,
a possible disaster might be torned into an
orderly movement, with corresponding addi-
tional safety to the eountry.

The examptle of the Commonwealth and of
Great Britain and of Llovd George during
the last war ean be followed with advantage
hy the Qovernment of this State, where the
Premier has said that Ministers have been
overworked and have not the time to think
quietly about future plunning, becanse ad-
winistrative details are so pressing,  We
ean very well get competent leaders in fields
outside the Civil Serviee to co-operate in the
eflective prosecution of the war effort at
this stage. I will not detain the House any
further heyond saying that T agree with the
member for Murvav-Wellington (Mr. Me-
Larty)

Mr. J. Hegney: That i very strange!

Mr. MeDONALD: who ineidentally
is a leader of the voluntary defence forces
of our State—about the need for brevity
in speeches. When Julius Chesar announced
the conquest of Gaul, he did so in thme
words. I agree with the member for Mur-
ray-Wellington that theve might be some
limitation of the time of ¢peeches. T hope
in addition that there will he a genceral
tightening up of the diseiplinary side of our
civil life. I do not propose to go into details
ahout drink or any ather feature, but would
mention that the Polish Black Book, issned
under the authority of the Polish Gavern-
ment only two or three monihs ngo, showed
that as part of the policy of exterminating
the Polish nation, the Germans were by every
possible means promoting the eonsumption
hy the Poles of vodka, Woe have not got (o
that stage.

T agree with the member who said that al-
though we have witnessed scenes that have
brought us very great regret, in which our
soldiers and young girls have heen coneerned,
those men represent only a small pereent-

[ASSEMBLY ]

age of our soldievs, and the majority are not
to be judged by the behaviour af those who
have not conducted themselves as they
should. 1 consider, however, thai it is the
funclion of the State Government, and in
particular of the Commissioner of Poliee and
his officers, to ensure the full enforcement of
the law, and there should he on the part of
the people u readiness to observe the law,
and bring about that degree of self-control
withont which we have not as a people much
chanece of standing up against those who
have a greater degree of self-diseipline. This
particular erisis and omergeney are to be
met, amongst olher things, by the self-dis-
¢ipline of our people, and it is for all ad-
ministrators and all in charge of these mat-
ters to ensure that conditions are not allowed
to continue that will reduce the powers of
resistance, mental, physical and moral, fo
the ordeal which this country must face
dnring the next few months.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[#22]: I am quite in accord with some of
the remarks made about the shortness of
specches, and T will try, therefore, not te
tuke too long. T wish to speak abont the
report which is on evervhody’s desk relative
to height and weight measurements of
children. It may be thought that such a
subjeet has little to do with the war, but we
live heen assured hy many of our speakers,
by many in the Press and over the radio,
that this is likely to he a long war. Some
have zaid it may last five, ten, or 13 vears.
Sn the childeen of todny will be the soldiers
of tomorrow, and it is thus with confidence
that T speak on this subject.

I feel that we ave not doing all in our
power to profect children and to promote
180 per eent. efficiency in them, either ment-
ally, morally or phyvsicallv. The first page
of this repert vindicates Dr. Stang. It will
be remembered that some very unkind things
have been said about her in this Chambher,
hut it will seen that this report thoroughly
vindicates her. The outstanding feature of
the report is the difference between the
leight and weight of those children in pri-
vate seeondary sehools or eolleges, and those
in our Stale schonls. On page 6, the report
states—

For age, the colleges are the tallest and
heaviest group; boys are hin, and 4 lbs,, girls
Yian. and 6 lbs, above the State average Tn
terms of months of prowth, eollege hoys are
4 months for height and 5 months for weight,
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girls 3 months for height and 8 maonths for
weight ahead of the State as a whole at ages
11 to 14.

It is very enlightening to the State gener-
ally to know that in our few colleges the
children should be so much heavier than
those attending the State schools. It is an
indictment against the State. If mem-
bers know anything about children they will
know they have to be controlled in the early
years of their lives, and trained to do what

is right. They will otherwise roam the
strects and eat any rubbish. That is
why | have continwally asked in this

Chamber for laws that will toree pavents to
give the children the correet and sufficient
diet.

The reason we have so many children—I
won't -ay under-nourished—of a lpsser
standard than those in the colleges is prin-
cipally due to our edueation system. We
have a curriculum which provides for
munerous subjeets, and the scholars only re-
ceive a smattering in each of them. When
they leave school the girls are not trained
to make their homes any hetter, and the boys
are not trained te appreciate eivie respon-
sibility. Some two or three yvears ago eduo-
cational authorities from Fngland and the
Continent visited these shores. They told
us at that tine that we in this State were,
educationally, about iwo years behind Great
Britain and even further than that behind
the Continent. Civically, we are drifting;
the children, in this direction, are drifting to
a hopeless state.  Youth delinguents are

growing in number. This is due to
lack of school and home fraining and
the example they sce of disobedience
to law all round them by adults.
T bhave im my garden a lemon tree

and I find it very difficult to keep any lemons
on it. The children come with long hooks,
evidently made by adults, and they also
have their mothers’ shopping bags. They
climb over the fence and take the lemons.

Mr. Marshall: Did yon not enjoy stolen
fruit in your young days?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: It may seem
funny, but if the children happen to be
charged they become eriminals, and if they
get away with it they hecome heroes te their
little  playmates. The pictures repre-
sent  another eause for making child
delinguents.  Many of the preseni-day pic-
tures portray young Ameriean gangsters,

Mr. Marshall: T am a hit with yon theve.
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Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Those child-
ren who appear before the Children’s Court
really become heroes to other childron, and
when they are sent to institutions it is looked
upon as a distinetion for bravery. I would
recommend that no child be allowed to at-
tend a pieture show whilst under the age
of 16 yvears unless it be an edueation pic-
ture. I am sure the film industry would
co-operate in this matter.

My, Cross: You tell that to ihe kids.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: 1 would alse
like to see that no publicity is given in the
Press to Children's Cowrt charges, It miti-
gates against the children themselves; it
makes other childven think that those men-
tioned in the reports ave heroes. T wish to
mention kindergariens. Beeause of the war
thexy have been dispersed. It is all too early
to do this. We have many children in the
metropolitan area new who would be much
hetter off in the kindergartens than they
are today reaming the streets. The part of
this veport which will interest the eouniry
member is that which shows in diagrams
5 and 6 how the children in the dairying
areas outstrip those of any other area up
to the ages of 11 and 12. Their weights
are considerably more aml they are even
taller. When they reach the ages of 11 and
12 the agricultural and daivying arens be-
come practically the same. That, loo, is very
interesling. It brings me to my annual plea
of -move milk for the children. [ think it
ix lamentable—and perchaps the member for
Sonth Fremantle has found this in his dis-
trict too—that ehildren who have heen on
free milk for two or three years are this
vear, beeanse of war conditions, and be-
cause their parents are receiving mMore
money, not to get any milk at all. The con-
sumption of milk in the schools hns fallen
tremendously.

Agnin T wish to stress the point that we
should bring down a Bill to force parents
to give, throngh the schools, milk or other
nonrishment to make the children strong.
Sueh a seheme would not eost the Govern-
ment a penny at present because the parents
can afford to pay for it, and the organ-
isalion is available to carry out the scheme,
I conclude these remarks by saying that it
i+ only by the population and health of the
untion that we ean expeet te defend this
country. We have 1,000,000,000 coloured
races at our door, They eould overwhelm us.
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Unless we become strong I feel the white
races will, at least, lose in this round,

The member for Claremont (Mr. North)
said that he would like lo see every family
with three ¢hildven. He forgot to say that
unless there weve two girls and one boy it
would not very much matter. There must
he two girly and ene hoy in every family
if the population is to be inereased.

My, Abbott: Thai takes a lot of doing!

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: T would like
to mention the cextraordinary manner in
which men are going avound telling the pub-
lic that they can receive so many soldiers,
or be hilleted with so many people. They
have been to my honse, and in cerlain in-
stanees in my distviet  people  have heen
hilleted. 1t is very disturbing, especially
when we realise that there are so many
shops vacant as we were told by the mem-
ber for Idast DPerth (Mr. Hughes). I got
in touch with an estate agent in an endea-
vour to find out the exact number of empty
shops.  1le said that it was almost impos-
sible lo say, but n  eonservative eostimate
would be 2,000, If the S.P. shops are
added to that number, we would have
sufficient  acecommodation in and  around
the suburbs for the people to he hilleted.
Then we have the onter  suburban hotels.
They say that if ihey only have seven hours
trading they will have no business, They
couldl he taken over, and they would ae-
commedate many more people. In King's
Park 500 eamouflaged tents conld be evected.
T do not know how many people a military
lept aceommodates, hut I understand that
about seven men were put into cach tent
in the last war. In that one area & small
army of people could be aceommodated.

Before leaving the suhject T wish to say
that no provision has been made for a
mental examination to he made of the people
to be billeted, or the people upon whom they
are io be billeted. T would not like to take
anvbody inte my house, and perhaps they
would not like to come. They should be
medically examined.

Hon, C. G. Lathaw: They are not getting
married.

AMrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: No, but they
use one's bathroom.  The Minister spoke
about the removal of the inmates of the Old
Women’s Home. I regret that he did not
apply to any of the women’s organisations
in conneetion with that matter. It was done
hurriedly. Flad he got into touch with me

[ASSEMBLY.]

L ¢ould have communicated with others and
within 24 hours the whole of the 69 women
would have been aceommodated casily, The
present home was in a bad condition
when he took it over, but it is being
improved and I feel that he iz going
to make a decent place of it for
the old people some day, but I rather
resented the fact that he did not apply to
us but critieised our organisations. The Min-
ister also told ws that he had moved 12
prostitutes from Fremantle, T cannot under-
stand that statement at all. How does he
know that they were prostitutes? If they
are, it is against the law for them to be at
Fremantle. 1f he moved them away, where
did he place them?

Hon. C. G. Latham:
prostitutes ?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER : There are no
oflicial prostitutes.

Hon. (', (4. Latham:
that there ave,

Mrs, CARDELL-QLIVER: No, it was the
Minister who suggested that there are. This
is not a State where prostitution is
tolerated, and I am curious to know how the
Minister could make that statement and to
what place he moved those people.

Much has been said about manpower. I
should like to see tramway conductors, rail-
way conductors, ticket collectors, cleaners,
post office oflicials and hundreds of others in
avenucs where men are now employed re-
placed in those positions by women before
men are taken from the primary industries
where they are really wanted. I should like
to sce 300 women police appointed for ser-
vice at ertk, Fremantle and elsewhere.
Some memhers will recall that in England
during the 1914-18 war there were voluntary
women police who went about in pairs and
carried nothing with them but a whistle,
They did wonderful work in keeping the
streets c¢lear, and even took up drunks or
got them off the streets. The same thing
could he done here by voluntary cffort; there
is no need for an expensive force, All that
we want are sensible women who would pro-
teet men like the memher for Nelson from
lounge lizards which he eomplains abont and
which our system has prodneed.

My. J. H. Smith: If they were young it
would be o pleasure to he protected.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLTVER: T suggest that
stagzered duvs shonld he arranped for the
pavment of wages in various industries. T

You mean official

You are suggesting
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am not aware that we have an arrangement
of the kind; the Minister for Labour might
be able to enlighten me. If the employces in
some industries were paid on Monday, others
on Tuesday, others on Wednesday and so
forth, there need be no congestion in the
city.

Much has been said about the brown-out
and the glaring lights to be seen in some
places, but I do not wish to refer to those
matters beyond saying that I am sorry I
did not know ancther place wonld disallow
the regulation because I have paid to have
my car fixed wp to comply with the regula-
tion.

A serious matfer to which I must refer is
that of the staggering of honrs in the schools.
Teachers are cxpeeted to work 514 hours a
day, but nnder the staggering system they
are working approximately six howrs, and
the department insists that the teachers
spend the full time in the schaols, The fol-
lowing 1s a letlev [ received from a teacher
today :—

It is quite wromg that children of tender
years should be travelling home at 5 o’elock.
In one large school where excess classes from
central schools are working ordinary hours,
small children of 9 and 10 years are work-
ing staggered hours till 5 o’clock.  Older
children are more able to adjust themselves
than younger ones. The solution is that the
primary school should work from 8.30 te 12,30
and that the older ones come in from 1 p.m.
till § p.m. The detention of teachers after
children have been dismissed to ‘‘sit?!’ their
hours out is barbarous. Most of the teaehers
are interested in other war netivities and are
all working at top pressure in other fields of
service.

According to a statement in the “Tenchers’
Journal” the teachers are going to disenss
this matter with the Director of Edueation.
The journal states—

In econnection with the stagpering of
hours in schools, it was decided to discuss
with the Dircetor the differing spread of
hours and the teachers’ retention heyond
teaching hours with the following objects:—

(a) To remove detention of teachers outside
teaching houra,

(b) To have the staggering of hours where
schools are intermingled left in the hands of
the teachers concerned,

T visited the Subiaco school this morning—
not the Thomas-street school—where the
hours are staggered. Little children of per-
haps nine or 10 have to go home at five
pm.  Some of them live at Wembley and
it would be almost impossible in a brown-
out for those children to get to their homes.
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Sonwe of them are being exploited in the
mortings before they start school. Some of
them go out on earts delivering bread and
mmeat and, when they attend school in the
afternoon, they ave too tived to understand
what their work is about. On the other
hand, it the little childven attended scehool
in the morning anil were released early, they
woulll become rather a nuisance in the after-
noon. The headmaster of the Subiaco sehool
told me that after having had the hours
staggered for a numher of weeks, he had
decided that he conld not put up with them
any longer, and so he had reverted to the
normal hours. This mceans that the classes
had to e made considerably  larger than
they weve before, but this was preferable
to the other arrangement. The Minister
might well fake this mafter up  with  the
Dirvector  of  Fdueation, and  ascertain
wlhether it is nol possible for the sehools to
revert to the normal hours

Ancther subject {o which [ wust refer is
that of hoys on the sireefs selling news-
papers in the brown-outs and at night, 1
have asked the apes of some of those boys
and find they range from 9 to 12 and up-
wards. The other night T saw a sight.
There was a drimken soldier and near him
three little newspaper hovz: of various ages.
The soldier hought a paper trom one of
them and drunkenly put it wider his arm,
and another boy immediately drew it out
from the hack and that paper was sold three
times to the soldier.

Mr. Cross: He must have
drunk!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I said, “You
hovs bad better stop that”; and they went
away. The point is that these children
have no right to he on the streets and able
to do such a thing at night. Tt leads to
delinqueney, to what we arve finding in our
civil life tnday—that people will not obev
the law, beeanse they weve not taught to
ohey it in their youth, T discovered that
these children, many aged nine or 10 years,
earned from 15s, to £3 and even more per
week.,  Only in rave ecases is the money
saved for the purpose of giving the ehild-
ren some ligher education later. 1f the
position of the pavents is such that thev
cannot provide for these children aderuately,
then the State should make up the differ-
ener in some way; but the parents shounld
not he allowed to exploii the children by
allowing them to sell papers at night.

heen  really
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Another thing 1 would like the Minister
representing the Minister for Education to
attend to is the school fences. Many of the
schools have fences broken in places, and the
Treasury will not supply money to mend
them. It would be better to take down the
fences that are broken, especially as the
children may have to run ont to an air
raid shelter, rather than leave those fences
in their present condition.

Next I want to speak for a moment about
the tea question. The inadequacy of the
quantity allotted to elderly people is absurd
in view of the amount allowed to children
of nioe or ten. Children up to 13 or 14
do not need tea; but older people have be-
corme accustomed to theiv enp of tea. Ii
there are only two of them, they get just 2
ozs. per woek., That quantity makes very lit-
tle tea. I think some move might be made
to give an extra allowanee to such adults
and less to children. I also think tea should
be on ration ticket, in the same way as pet-
rol. In faet, all rationed commodities
should be ohtainable only in that way,

[ wish to mention the lottery question.
At present we have a ecampaign for thrift.
Every night some Minister s giving an
oration about thrift. Yet on the screen and
in the papers one finds advertisements ask-
ing one to take tickefs in lotteries, Jt is not
encouraging to go on a platform to speak
about thrift, and then to find opposite one
a lottery advertisement staling that it is
the last day to win £1,000,

Everybody has spoken about the liguor
question. I was glad to hear the member
for West Perth {Mr. MeDonald) say he
did not think things were as bad as had
been represented in some cases. But T
wish to say quite definitely that I have seen
more drunken persons in a small area in
Perth than I have seen in my life—at one
time—in any city in the worid; and
T kave been in many places. In France,
which is a wine-drinking country, onc
does not see people drunk ahout the
streets, as is the case here. In Germany, a
heer-drinking country, one does not see

such drunkenness. Neither does one in
Turkey, where the people take raki.
In the case of Poland, Germany is

said to be giving the Poles opportunities
to learn to drink vodka, to their debasement.
The Russians, as we know, were great vodka
drinkers before their revolution. I have seen
cafes open all night in most eities of the
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world, and I have never seen there the
drunkenness I see heve, The reason possibly
is that people in those countries do not
seek oblivion of life in drink, as is the ease
i Australia. Why! 1 do net know, ox-
cept that in this counfry we are not taught
1o cat and drink decently.

Before the last war the French were great
absinthe drinkers. Immediately upon the de-
claration of war, France prohibited the dis-
tillation and sale of absinthe: it was wiped
out in a day. One cannot get absinthe in
France now. A little later on, the whisky
interests went inte France and by adver-

tising campaigns tried to make the
people whisky drinkers. And what did
the Fronch Government do? The Gov-

crnment immediately started a campaign in
schools. It eould net, or at all events did
not, prohibit whisky; but it started on an
eduentional campaign in the schools, telling
the school ehildren what whisky would do
to them. The result was that whisky, al-
thongh obtainable in Krance, was rarely
touched.

Mr. Tonkin: Temperance lessons are re-
gularly given in owr State schools.

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: Another rea-
son is that in ¥rance there are two hours
for sneial meals during the day. That does
enable people te ent their food instead of
mobbling it, and to drink their wine or other
liquor instead of swilling it. Here one sces
people order expensive wines and drink them
like water. TRussia, as the result of prohthi-
tion being introduced upon mobilisation for
the Inst war. was really a non-drinking coun-
try for some fime. The Commnunists have
heen most caveful to edueate their ehildrven
against vodka, One Hnds youths today in
Russia who do not drink heenuse they have
heen odueated not to do it.  The member for
Brownhill-Tvankoe (Mr. F, C. L. Smith)
said that sinee hotels opened at O am. one
does not find people standing outside wait-
ing to get n Arvink. But that is not so. In
Coolgardie, which 1 visited when the mem-
her for East Perth {dr. Hughes) was there,
I remember a man standing outside a hotel
before nine in the morning, and he had to
be told to wait until nine, Tt has been said
by some members that 6 o'clock closing of
hotels has made ne  difference. T eannot
understand the vision of some people, Our
streets ave certainly a great deal cleaner
than they were a few weeks ago, when the
hotels remained open until & p.m.
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Mr, Tonkin: The wmilitary pickets are ve-
sponsible for that.

Ars. CARDELL-OLIVER: I do net care
who is responsible; the faet remains that
the streets are cleaner than they were a few
weeks ago. Ask any cafe proprietor in Perth
today, and he will reply that the improve-
ment is immense. The member for Nelson
{Mr. J, H. Smith) suggested that men work-
ing hard in his districE vequired alcohol.
T can tell the hon. member of another elee-
torate where women are working in tobacco
fields today. They are stalking tobaeco and
burning it, which is a man's job. Some 49
women are engaged in that work. Women arve
alse engaged in the flax industry and are
employed on fruit picking and vegetable
gathering, all of which are a man's work.
Many of these women arve living in tents,
living as hardly as any man. I add this
without any disrespect to men, but the
owners of those places tell us that two women
do as mmeh work as three men.

Myr. Withers: The reverse!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: That is what
we are told. We have it in black on white.

Mr. W, Hegney: Are they getting men's
pay?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: They do that
work without any aleoholic drink. They
have not asked for it. Therefore, it is not
hard workers who in all cases need drink.
These women receive a little more than half
men’s wages, which is a disgrace. If they
do a man’s work, they should reecive a man’s
pay.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mis. CARDELL-OLIVER: What is the
solution? In my opinion it is the diminution
of the alecholic stremgth of heer, wine, and
spirits. I believe the alegholic content of
heer consumed in this State is five per cent.
higher than it is in other States, while the
aleoholic eontent of whisky in this State is
considerably more. First, there should be a
diminution of aleoholic strength in beer,
wine and spirits: sceondly, wine shounld he
put into bond and kept there until it is
sufficiently matured to he consumed, the
vignerons to receive certain financial assist-
ance from the Government whilst the wine
is in hond; thirdiy, bars should he open to
public view. There should be no sercens in
front of bhars. If it i< right to drink,
let the  drinking he done openly. Fourthlv,
refreshments  shonld  he served in  all
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bars; fifthly, no hottled heer, wine, or
spirits should be sold during the war exeept
by ration tickets.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Those points
can be debated later, when we deal with a
motion of which notiee has been given.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER : Open lounges
should be provided for non-alecholie refresh-
ments, except during the hours when liquor
may be sold. Then all drinks could
be sold. My reason for asking that open
lounges should be provided is that we have
in our imidst such places as the “Silver
Dollar,” which has just been opened at the
corner of Hay and Milligan.streets. It is
an absolute disgrace. T had to ring up the
Commissioner of Police the other day and
ask him to send a constable to it. The num-
ber of half drunken men who were going in
with bottles as I passed was simply intoler-
able. Tt is said that men coming out of
that place have molested women who have
been in that part of the town. The police
have, I believe, tightened up things there in
the last day or twe. We should have women
police in all hotel lounges and military police
in all bars; there should be a fine of £100
and a month’s imprisonment for all offences
against the licensing laws; for the second
offence, the publican should be deprived of
his license. That is the way 1 would deal
with the liquor traffie.

On motion by Mr. Raphael, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 5.1 pm.



